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Cause No. 20-9584 

STATE OF TEXOMA 
§ 

IN THE CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT 

§ 

§ 

v. § 

§ OF 

SYLVESTRIS DIARDI § 

§ LANDRY COUNTY, TEXOMA 

Defendant. § 

§ 

STIPULATIONS OF THE PARTIES

The parties agree and stipulate as to the following: 

I. 

This is a criminal trial that will be tried before a jury.  The Prosecution is being made by and in 

the name of the State of Texoma, and Sylvestris Diardi is the Defendant.  The Defendant has been 

charged by information with the criminal offense of murder.  This will be a bifurcated trial, and 

the parties will only try the issue of guilt or innocence.  Should the Defendant be found guilty, 

there will be a separate trial on the issue of punishment at some future date.  An appropriate 

punishment or the range of punishment is, therefore, not at issue in this trial and is not to be argued. 

Each person who is a witness has been properly advised of their constitutional rights. 

II. 

The Information reads as follows: 

In the name and by the authority of the State of Texoma, the Criminal District Court of 

Landry County, in said court at said Term, do present an information that one Sylvestris Diardi, 

on or about the 30th day of April 2020, in Landry County in the State of Texoma, did commit the 

crime of murder, against the peace and dignity of the State.   

Signed by B. D. Sorrells, the Criminal District Attorney of Landry County, Texoma. 

III. 

There are no defects or infirmities in the Information, and none may be argued.  The Defendant 

has been properly warned of all rights, appropriate bail was set, and said bail has been posted. 

IV. 

The Defendant’s statement was given freely and voluntarily, and all of the legal requirements for 

the taking of said statement have been met.  The Defendant’s state and federal constitutional 
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rights—including the right against self-incrimination, right to counsel, and right to due process of 

law—are not at issue with regard to the statement.  The court has both subject matter and in 

personam jurisdiction over the parties.  All questions of fact are being submitted to a jury, and all 

questions of law will be decided by the court. 

 

V. 

 

All exhibits included in the case materials are authentic and are accurate copies of the originals. 

No objections to the authenticity of the exhibits will be entertained.  The only exhibits to be used 

at trial are those included in the case packet.  The signatures on the witness statements and on all 

other documents are authentic.  The Addenda are signed on the day of trial, and no continuances 

have been granted in this case. 

 

VI. 

 

Under the laws of Texoma, a person cannot recover from a legal Will as a beneficiary if the person 

is convicted of taking the life of the testator, including but not limited to a murder conviction for 

the death of the testator.  If the named beneficiary of a Will is unable to be a beneficiary under the 

Will for any reason, the bequeathed estate passes to the contingent beneficiary. 

 

At the time of death, the decedent, Barry Bazaar, had executed a Last Will and Testament that 

bequeathed his entire estate to the Defendant, with Serval Aurata named as the sole contingent 

beneficiary.  When the court probating Bazaar’s Will learned that the Defendant had been indicted 

for murdering Bazaar, that court suspended probating the Will until the Defendant’s trial in this 

court has concluded. 

 

VII. 

 

Exhibit No. 1 is a map of the Big Cat Temple Sanctuary and surrounding areas that was prepared 

by Detective Sunda Leo at the request of the Prosecution.   Counsel for the Prosecution and counsel 

for the Defendant agree that Exhibit No. 1 is accurate in all respects except that it is not to scale.  

Exhibit No. 1 is admissible in evidence at trial.  

 

VIII. 

 

Exhibit No. 2 is a map showing the path of Typhoon Judy on or about April 30, 2020, and it is an 

authentic and accurate copy of the map that was produced by the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, an agency of the U.S. Government.  Exhibit No. 2 is admissible in 

evidence at trial. 

 

IX. 

 

Exhibit No. 8 is a newspaper article from the Texoma Free Press, which is a public record, and it 

is admissible in evidence at trial. 
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X. 

 

Beginning on May 4, 2020, the U. S. Coast Guard searched the Roy and Siegfried Islands and the 

waters between the islands and the Marina where Bazaar’s boat had been docked.  The U. S. Coast 

Guard searched for two weeks but found no trace of Bazaar or his boat during that search, and no 

trace of Bazaar or his boat has been found by anyone as of the date of trial.    

 

XI. 
 

Pardalis Jacobitus, Serval Aurata, and Detective Sunda Leo are to testify on behalf of the 

Prosecution. They may not testify for or be called on behalf of the Defendant.  Sylvestris Diardi, 

Kip Manul, and Chaus Namire are to testify on behalf of the Defendant.  They may not testify for 

or be called on behalf of the Prosecution. 

 

XII. 

 

The State has charged the Defendant with Murder. The Prosecution must prove beyond a 

reasonable doubt that the Defendant intentionally or knowingly caused the death of Barry Bazaar.  

 

The Prosecution and Defense have notified the court that neither party will request the court to 

instruct the jury on any lesser-included crimes, and neither party may argue at trial that the 

Defendant is guilty of any lesser-included offense. 

 

XIII. 

 

The Charge of the Court is accurate in all respects, and no objections to the Charge will be 

entertained. 

 

XIV. 

 

No real animals were harmed in any way as part of this mock trial case. 

 

XV. 

 

The following instructions will be submitted to the jury: 

 

The occurrence in question made the subject of this prosecution is the events on or about 

April 30, 2020 when the Defendant, Sylvestris Diardi, is alleged to have committed the offense of 

murder. 

 

All persons are presumed to be innocent, and no person may be convicted of an offense 

unless each element of the offense is proved beyond a reasonable doubt.  The fact that a person 

has been arrested, confined, or indicted for, or otherwise charged with an offense does not rise to 

any inference of guilt at trial.  The law does not require a defendant to prove his or her innocence 

or produce any evidence at all.  The presumption of innocence alone is sufficient to acquit the 

Defendant, unless the jurors are satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt of the Defendant’s guilt after 

careful and impartial consideration of the evidence. 
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The Prosecution has the burden of proving the Defendant guilty, and it must do so by 

proving each and every element of the offense charged beyond a reasonable doubt.  If it fails to do 

so, you must acquit the Defendant.  It is not required that the Prosecution prove guilt beyond all 

possible doubt; it is required that the Prosecution’s proof excludes all “reasonable doubt” 

concerning the Defendant’s guilt. 

 

A “reasonable doubt” is a doubt based on reason and common sense after a careful and 

impartial consideration of all the evidence in the case. It is the kind of doubt that would make a 

reasonable person hesitate to act in the most important of his or her own affairs. 

 

Proof beyond a reasonable doubt, therefore, must be proof of such a convincing character 

that you would be willing to rely and act upon it without hesitation in the most important of your 

own affairs.  In the event that you have a reasonable doubt as to the Defendant’s guilt after 

considering all the evidence before you, and these instructions, you will acquit the Defendant and 

say by your verdict “Not guilty.” 

 

“Murder” is committed when a defendant intentionally or knowingly and without 

justification causes the death of an individual. 

 

If you all agree the State has proved, beyond a reasonable doubt, that the Defendant 

intentionally or knowingly caused the death of Barry Bazaar, on or about April 30, 2020, in Landry 

County, State of Texoma, you must answer the question put to you “Yes” and find the Defendant 

guilty.  If you all have a reasonable doubt as to any of these elements, then you must answer the 

question put to you “No” and find the Defendant not guilty. 

 

XVI. 

 

The following issue will be presented for the jury’s unanimous decision: 

 

1. On or about April 30, 2020, did the Defendant commit the offense of Murder?  

 

Answer Yes or No: ____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                                                                                          

B. D. Sorrells___________________                             J. A. Rockerfield________________ 

           

Attorney for the State          Attorney for the Defendant 
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FACT STATEMENT OF PARDALIS JACOBITUS 1 
 2 
My name is Pardalis Jacobitus, and I’m a free-lance journalist who specializes in documentaries 3 
about unique individuals and businesses.  I’m 31 years old and have been a journalist for the past 4 
ten years, ever since I graduated from Texoma College of Journalism.  I’ve covered some pretty 5 
wild and strange stories in my days—from a community that lives in the sewers under downtown 6 
Texoma to a former astronaut who believed his parents were aliens—but nothing compares to the 7 
story about Barry Bazaar. 8 
 9 
Practically everyone in Texoma knew of Barry Bazaar.  I still have the T-shirt my parents bought 10 
me from the gift shop when we visited his big cat sanctuary called the Big Cat Temple.  I was 11 
twelve years old, and the place was pretty new at that time—basically a zoo, circus, and church all 12 
rolled into one.  Anyone could visit for the price of admission, which is $50 per person nowadays 13 
with kids under 10 admitted for free.  The tigers, lions, and leopards were so cool, but my parents 14 
were very weirded out by Barry, so we never went back.  Fast forward to about almost two years 15 
ago.  I was scooping a story about a criminal enterprise that was trafficking Koala bears as pets for 16 
the rich and famous, and I happened to run into Barry at an animal law conference where he was 17 
lobbying against a potential bill that would restrict the number of exotic cats that you could own.  18 
You see, Texoma is very animal friendly with some of the most restrictive laws protecting the 19 
safety and welfare of animals, domestic and wild.  I gave Barry a huge dose of flattery and 20 
convinced him to let me produce a documentary about him and his Sanctuary.  Somehow it worked, 21 
and we signed a letter agreement in March 2019, which is Exhibit 3. 22 
 23 
Let me tell you, the first three or four months of film was spectacular.  I was certain the 24 
documentary would put me on the map—awards, interviews, and maybe a chance to produce a 25 
feature film someday.  Barry was an enigma, to put it mildly, and the people who paid good money 26 
to see him and his big cats just ate up every second.  Barry believed that people were reincarnated 27 
as big cats when they died, and this included his wife who he was certain was a white Siberian 28 
tigress that was born shortly after his wife passed away.  Barry found the tiger cub shortly after it 29 
was born and nicknamed it the Wicat, a short-hand word for wife-cat I think.  You literally can’t 30 
make this stuff up!  Those cats had some attitude too, and I saw them get a little testy a few times 31 
– but not like that one at the Texoma Zoo that mauled and killed its trainer a few weeks ago, which 32 
you can read about in Exhibit 8.  That would have been really compelling footage and definitely 33 
made it into the promo for the documentary, if it had happened at the Sanctuary.   34 
 35 
Back to the point, beyond the quasi-religion stuff and the big cats themselves, Barry also 36 
exclusively hired ex-convicts as his employees, and these guys and gals were a cast of characters 37 
themselves.  Hands down, the most interesting employee was Sylvestris Diardi who had been 38 
working there about a year after being released for committing arson on a small, empty 39 
convenience store – at least that’s what I was told.  Sylvestris was in charge of maintaining all the 40 
supplies, machinery, and equipment at the Sanctuary, including occasionally cleaning cages and 41 
supervising the cleaning of other equipment.  Kip Manul performed some handy work at the 42 
Sanctuary and was decently interesting to interview.  Kip liked driving that train on the property 43 
called the Cheetah Express, which hardly deserves the name Cheetah given how painstakingly 44 
slow it is.  Other than that, Kip didn’t add much to the documentary, except for one thing.  45 
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Evidently, Sylvestris saved Barry from being attacked by a new tiger in August 2019.  I was so 1 
unlucky not to be there or have the cameras rolling at that moment—instead I was filming Serval 2 
Aurata in another part of the Sanctuary.  Serval is Barry’s long-time personal assistant.  I heard all 3 
about the attack from Kip right after it happened and got some good footage describing the attack 4 
and Sylvestris’ actions.  I saw some significant cuts and scrapes on Sylvestris and Barry, but they 5 
both seemed like it was nothing serious.  I later learned through the grapevine that Barry changed 6 
his Will to leave his estate to Sylvestris, which really rankled Serval.  I heard that Barry had 7 
changed his Will several times in the last ten years, and prior to naming Sylvestris as the 8 
beneficiary it was Serval who was supposed to inherit the estate.  After that change, you could 9 
have cut the tension with a knife!  Months after naming Sylvestris as the beneficiary, I could tell 10 
this still infuriated Serval.  The glares and daggers from Serval’s eyes made it clear there was no 11 
love loss with Sylvestris, and it made for great conflict on screen, especially every time Barry said 12 
Sylvestris was like the child he never had.  You see, Sylvestris was in charge of everyone except 13 
Barry and Serval, but Sylvestris certainly tried to take charge of Serval while I was there.  I think 14 
that only made the conflict that much more palpable. 15 
 16 
I focused a lot of film on Sylvestris to set a contrast with what I was getting from Barry, Serval, 17 
and Kip.  Sylvestris was happy to be employed, but painfully broke – a savant at betting on the 18 
losing team in every sport.  Barry paid his employees a paltry weekly wage of $500, hardly enough 19 
for me to run into a tiger cage for my best friend—let alone a boss—but Sylvestris was different.  20 
The more time I spent with Sylvestris, the better the dialogue got.  On a couple of late nights after 21 
going for a long run, Sylvestris admitted Barry was basically a lunatic and had all sorts of critical 22 
things to say about him, the Sanctuary, and his beliefs.  Probably the best moment of the entire 23 
filming process was this moment in Sylvestris’ trailer – yes, all of the full-time employees lived 24 
on site as you can see on the map in Exhibit 1, including Sylvestris, Serval, and Kip.   I also lived 25 
on site in a shed where I housed all the footage I was taking.  Anyways, Sylvestris stared right into 26 
the camera and said: “Wouldn’t it be perfect karma if Barry was eaten by the Wicat? The cat’s 27 
ultimate revenge to being branded as some reincarnated dead lady.”  I remember it word for word 28 
even though it was more than a year ago.  It was so genuine, so bitter, and so deliciously 29 
entertaining.  Gosh, it would have made such a great documentary.  But then the fire happened.  30 
 31 
Actually, I need to back up about a few days before the fire.  On April 30, 2020, I was having 32 
breakfast with the employees—the food was grotesque, but some of the best film came from when 33 
they were all together, especially because of the tension between Sylvestris and Serval.  Sylvestris 34 
was giving everyone instructions for supplies they were going to pick up later that night.  A few 35 
employees were going to a meat-processing plant that was shutting down and selling meat at rock 36 
bottom prices.  Perfect for tiger feed, but I suspected the meat had to be spoiled and that’s why the 37 
plant was getting rid of it all.  I wasn’t able to confirm that, but my suspicion came from hearing 38 
from Serval, maybe a week or two before April 30, that Sylvestris had previously gotten rotten 39 
meat from a grocer and sold the good meat on the side for profit.  Serval also told me that Barry 40 
had recently found out about the rotten meat and wasn’t happy at all – spoiled meat to his wife-41 
turned-cat, can you imagine?!  But I didn’t see or hear anything like that from Barry or Sylvestris, 42 
and I guess none of the big cats had gotten sick, or else someone would have probably looked into 43 
it.  I reckon those cats can eat just about anything, but I do know the employees do have to grind 44 
up bones and other things the big cats don’t eat.   45 
 46 
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Anyways, I wasn’t going with anyone that night on April 30 because it was Thursday.  That was 1 
my regular night off to have dinner and drinks with my crew: Minolta who worked the camera, 2 
and Rex who did all the digital editing.  I left the Sanctuary about 7:30 p.m. in my truck to pick up 3 
my crew who stayed in a motel about four miles away.  We stayed out pretty late, as we always 4 
did, and I came back to the Sanctuary around one or two in the morning and fell asleep on the cot 5 
in the shed.  I had decided to live on site in case something big happened that needed to be filmed. 6 
 7 
The next day, on May 1, no one could locate Barry.  His boat was also gone from the Marina.  That 8 
wasn’t too surprising since he took the boat out a couple times during my time at the Sanctuary 9 
and would be gone for up to a week.  I saw the Wicat cage had been freshly cleaned and smelled 10 
faintly like bleach.   I wasn’t worried until I spoke with Kip on May 2 in the supply room, which 11 
is next to the meat processing room as you see in Exhibit 1.  Kip had visited Chaus Namire that 12 
morning, a neighbor who lived at the Marina next to the Sanctuary and went by the name “Marine.”  13 
They checked the GPS location of the boat since Barry still had not come back or returned any 14 
phone calls.  Kip said the MEfinder showed the last GPS signal from the boat was a few minutes 15 
after 11 p.m. on April 30 a few miles from the shore, but then no more pings after that.  I then 16 
remembered Sylvestris talking about the money problems, it being karma if Barry was eaten by 17 
Wicat, and being concerned that Barry was going to change his Will again to name Serval as 18 
beneficiary.  While in the supply room on May 2, I told Kip that, if we didn’t hear from Barry in 19 
the next 24 hours, then I would call the police and show them the footage that I had.   20 
 21 
Late that night, I woke up smelling smoke and there was a fire raging inside my shed.  The fire 22 
alarm wasn’t going off, and I barely made it out of the shed before being roasted inside of it.  23 
Everything inside was burned to a crisp – all of the camera and computer equipment, and every 24 
second of footage I had taken during my time at the Sanctuary.  It was devastating.  Firefighters 25 
arrived to put out the fire, but nothing was left by that point.  A police officer, Detective Sunda 26 
Leo, arrived later that morning a few hours after sunrise.  Serval and I corralled the detective to 27 
explain everything that had been going on at the Sanctuary.  I was a bit tired having been up since 28 
the fire nearly killed me, but I tried to tell Detective Leo everything that I figured would be 29 
relevant, including that Barry was missing and we were getting very worried.  I didn’t learn until 30 
later that the fire had been intentionally set, and the fire alarm had been disabled, but I was still 31 
positive at the time that Sylvestris was somehow involved.  Detective Leo investigated the 32 
Sanctuary and some of the tiger cages, ordered some forensic tests, and interviewed pretty much 33 
everyone there.  Detective Leo was upset that I didn’t have any of the footage saved elsewhere and 34 
looking back that was pretty stupid.  I’ve since set up an online cloud storage for my future films, 35 
and I now carry a 1-terabyte thumb drive with me all the time.  Sadly, the only thing I have from 36 
my time at the Sanctuary is a picture of one of the tigers that I took with my MEphone, which is 37 
Exhibit 9.  I can’t even remember when I took that picture but it was sometime in 2019 I think. 38 
 39 
A few days after the fire, I went to the police station with Serval and talked to Detective Leo again.  40 
That was on May 5, 2020.  I realized I had forgotten some other information after talking to Serval, 41 
and I told Detective Leo that I had filmed Sylvestris saying that it “Wouldn’t it be perfect karma 42 
if Barry was eaten by the Wicat? The cat’s ultimate response to being branded as some reincarnated 43 
dead lady.”  I don’t know why I didn’t remember that when I was first interviewed—maybe I was 44 
just distraught from the fire—but I wanted to tell the police as soon as I remembered. Even if I 45 
didn’t have the video evidence of it, which I lost only because of Sylvestris.  I also told Detective 46 
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Leo that Sylvestris was concerned that Barry was going to change his Will, again, and name Serval 1 
as beneficiary instead.   2 
 3 
Kip had been holding out hope that Barry was simply on his boat taking some time off to clear his 4 
head, and maybe going to this small island off the coast of Texoma.  I admit that I’d heard Barry 5 
talk about going to some island a few times in the months before he was murdered, but I don’t 6 
think Barry ever went to any island while I was filming.  I never filmed Barry on his boat – that 7 
was off limits.  The storm that raged in the ocean where Barry’s boat was heading, Typhoon Judy, 8 
it ended up being vicious.  No one would have survived, and their boat never would have been 9 
found.  At least that’s what I heard on the news. 10 
 11 
Detective Leo returned to the Sanctuary on May 20, 2020 and arrested Sylvestris.  I heard that 12 
Detective Leo had found some defensive wounds on Sylvestris back on May 3 that looked like 13 
there had been a struggle, and I learned that there were traces of Sylvestris’ and Barry’s blood high 14 
up on some of the bars of the Wicat cage.  So Sylvestris must have fed Barry to the Wicat after all 15 
– just like Sylvestris predicted in that lost footage.  After the arrest, Detective Leo told me that 16 
Sylvestris’ fingerprints were found on my disabled smoke alarm.  It must have been to destroy all 17 
the video evidence I had before I could give it to the police.  I was in a rage after that – not only 18 
because I lost my documentary but also because I was almost burned alive.  Sylvestris must have 19 
been desperate to cover up murdering Barry by feeding him to the Wicat, and I was almost 20 
collateral damage to that crime.  In fact, it was so dangerous that Rex and Minolta both quit about 21 
a week after the arrest and said they weren’t comfortable working for me anymore. Serval tried to 22 
console me and explained that there would be no danger once Sylvestris was put away for good. I 23 
tried everything to get my crew back and explained that Sylvestris had been arrested, but Minolta 24 
said they’d had enough of big cats and that my documentary would never happen.  Rex said it 25 
would be difficult to convict if the police couldn’t find a body. They both then fell off the grid, 26 
and I’ve been unable to get in contact with either of them since. 27 
 28 
The only thing I wish the police had been done was test Wicat to see if Barry’s blood, DNA, or 29 
something was in the cat’s stomach.  You know, to leave no doubt that Barry had been eaten and 30 
killed.  But the police didn’t show up until May 3, three days after Barry was probably fed to the 31 
Wicat, and I heard that any evidence of eating Barry would have been gone by that point.  If we 32 
had that evidence, this case would be a perfect slam dunk against Sylvestris – and any claim that 33 
Barry was lost at sea would be torn to pieces (sadly, like Barry’s body probably was).  But I think 34 
there is still a mountain of evidence against Sylvestris in this case.  Sylvestris had access and 35 
opportunity – the only person at the Sanctuary with Barry at the time since everyone else was out 36 
running errands and I was with my crew.  Sylvestris also had a motive – the oldest one in the book: 37 
money.  Yes, I’m furious for losing all of my work and that my documentary will probably never 38 
be a success, but if I can help the State of Texoma put Sylvestris away for murder, that will at least 39 
be a silver lining.  40 
 41 
Further, affiant sayeth naught. Signed and sworn to on the 17th day of August 2020 by the person’s 42 
name who appears below. 43 

       Pardalis Jacobitus  44 

      PARDALIS JACOBITUS 45 
46 
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ADDENDUM TO STATEMENT OF PARDALIS JACOBITUS 1 
 2 
I’ve read all the other witness statements in this case, and there are some things that need clearing 3 
up.  First, I admit that sometimes I used to smoke in my shed at the Sanctuary, but I definitely 4 
wasn’t smoking on the night of the fire.  I know this because I was in the process of quitting, and 5 
I haven’t smoked a cigarette for almost three months now.  I also see that Sylvestris admitted to 6 
changing the batteries in the smoke alarms, so there’s your proof that Sylvestris definitely disabled 7 
the fire alarm in my shed.  Sure, I know that Kip changed the batteries at least once before, but I’m 8 
positive Sylvestris was responsible for making sure my smoke detector didn’t go off. 9 
 10 
I know that Sylvestris claims that Barry must have sailed off on his own without informing 11 
anyone—first red flag—but that doesn’t explain the blood evidence or the arson in my shed—two 12 
more big bloody red flags.  Sure, I saw Barry and the Sylvestris get scratched up by some of the 13 
tigers when feeding them or being in the cages, including a couple times where they had to get 14 
stiches, but how would their blood get eight feet high on the bars of the cage?  That could only be 15 
from a massive wound with blood spattering that high.  And the fact that the cage was deep cleaned 16 
by Sylvestris, almost certainly the night of Barry’s disappearance, makes this murder crystal clear. 17 
Thankfully, Sylvestris just didn’t clean high enough to get rid of the traces of blood on the cage 18 
bars.  I still don’t know how Sylvestris got rid of Barry’s body by feeding him to Wicat – big cats 19 
can tear a human apart, no doubt, but they don’t swallow them whole like a snake or devour bones 20 
and stuff.  I would have thought the police would have found those bones by now.  Maybe that’s 21 
why Sylvestris took Barry’s boat out late that night – to let the boat sink in the Typhoon with 22 
Barry’s dead body aboard, so no one could ever find him.  It’s so evil, isn’t it? 23 
 24 
I was a little shocked to see Kip’s statements about me and my filming process.  There was tension 25 
between just about everyone at the Sanctuary well before I got there—I just filmed what was 26 
happening.  I had nothing to do with stirring the pot, so to speak, so that’s just false.  I’m also 27 
absolutely positive about what Sylvestris said about karma getting Barry: “Wouldn’t it be perfect 28 
karma if Wicat ate Barry.  The tiger’s ultimate revenge to being branded as a resurrected dead 29 
lady.”  I’ll never forget those words.  Finally, my documentary was working out even better than 30 
I expected, and I would have had to be an idiot to destroy all the video footage by setting that fire 31 
in my shed.  I’m not some criminal mastermind like Sylvestris. 32 
 33 
I have to say, I am still just furious at Sylvestris.  I worked so hard on that documentary, had so 34 
much footage, and was positive it was going to be my big break.  But all that time and effort was 35 
lost when Sylvestris needed to cover up evidence of Barry’s murder.  I mean, years have been 36 
stolen from me!  That and Sylvestris tried to kill me too!  I can’t wait to testify against Sylvestris 37 
and put that murderer away for good. 38 
 39 
Now, to be completely honest, I will say that I’ve changed the documentary about Barry to be 40 
more of a “true crime” documentary following Barry’s murder.  I’m hoping there will be some 41 
great moments in court that I can use for the documentary too, so I hope the prosecution has some 42 
great cross examination lined up for Sylvestris.  Unfortunately, I will have to handle all the notes 43 
about the trial (and the camera if the judge lets me film some of the trial) since I still haven’t had 44 
time to replace Minolta and Rex on my team.  I tried to contact them both again yesterday, but I 45 
still haven’t heard from either one since they quit after Sylvestris’ arrest. 46 
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To clear up any confusion, I did not tell Detective Leo about Sylvestris’ statements about karma 1 
and being concerned about the Will change until May 5.  I told the detective that I had film of 2 
Sylvestris and suspected Sylvestris was involved in Barry’s disappearance, but I guess I didn’t get 3 
into the specifics at that time. 4 
 5 
Finally, I was not lying about my conversation with Kip the day before the fire.  I know that Kip 6 
doesn’t recall the conversation, but that doesn’t mean it didn’t happen.  After all, Kip isn’t the 7 
sharpest tool in the shed—pun intended.  Serval overheard the conversation exactly as I described 8 
it in my original fact statement, and Serval has no reason to lie.  Serval had nothing to do with 9 
Barry’s disappearance either—I know that for a fact. 10 
 11 
Further, affiant sayeth naught. Signed and sworn to on the 1st day of Trial by the person’s name 12 
who appears below. 13 
 14 

      Pardalis Jacobitus  15 

      PARDALIS JACOBITUS 16 
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FACT STATEMENT OF SUNDA LEO 1 
 2 
My name is Sunda Leo, and I’m a detective with the Major Crimes Unit here in Texoma City, 3 
Texoma.  I’ve been a police officer for ten years and became a detective two years ago.  I graduated 4 
from the Arklahoma Police Academy in 2010 (second in my class of 50!), starting out as a patrol 5 
officer for the Six Gun City PD in Arklahoma.  I worked there for two years, and then found a 6 
better-paying job with the PD here in Texoma City.  I’ve been here ever since and worked my way 7 
up to detective, first with Narcotics and then Major Crimes.  I’ve been the lead detective on two 8 
previous murder investigations and assisted on three others before that. 9 
 10 
I was certainly aware of Barry Bazaar’s Big Cat Temple before this case.  I mean, the Sanctuary 11 
is right there off the highway to my house, so I drive by it almost every day.  I’d heard lots of 12 
rumors around the station house about “things” going on there, but I had never visited the place 13 
until this case.  I was called to the Big Cat Temple a little before 8:00 a.m. on May 3, 2020, by one 14 
of the firefighters who had answered the original 9-1-1 call to the Big Cat Temple.  According to 15 
our 9-1-1 dispatcher log, that call came from a Kip Manul at 3:17 a.m.  A transcript of that call is 16 
in Exhibit 5, and those transcripts are created immediately after the call by the 9-1-1 operator.  It’s 17 
a regular practice for the 9-1-1 folks to make and keep those types of logs since they are often used 18 
as evidence in criminal cases. 19 
 20 
I arrived on the scene of the fire at 8:15 a.m. and was immediately accosted by Serval Aurata and 21 
Pardalis Jacobitus.  They were both talking so fast at the same time that I couldn’t really understand 22 
what either of them was saying.  Picking the slightly calmer of the two, I talked to Jacobitus first, 23 
at 8:25 a.m.  Jacobitus appeared distracted and disoriented, which Jacobitus attributed to being up 24 
all night and being distraught about losing all the equipment and video for a documentary that was 25 
nearly finished on Bazaar.  I was eventually able to get Jacobitus to focus on my questions and 26 
conduct a more coherent interview.  Jacobitus rambled on about how the fire was related to the 27 
disappearance of Bazaar a couple of nights earlier.  Specifically, Jacobitus seemed sure that Bazaar 28 
had been murdered rather than just being missing, that Sanctuary employee Sylvestris Diardi had 29 
murdered him, and that Diardi had burned down the shed to destroy incriminating videos.  Since 30 
any evidence of these speculations, if any had existed, had been destroyed, all I could do was 31 
document the allegations and make a note to follow up to see if there was any merit to them. 32 
 33 
At approximately 9:00 a.m., I interviewed Bazaar’s personal assistant, Serval Aurata.  Aurata, who 34 
has a prior criminal record for Malicious Mischief, confirmed that Diardi had sent all the staff off 35 
the grounds on April 30 to go to Steer’s End to get meat and equipment.  Aurata claimed to have 36 
gone to the local WeSpyEm store and then Snoopy’s Pub.  Aurata was able to immediately produce 37 
a receipt from the WeSpyEm store, which is Exhibit 6, but claims to have paid cash at the pub and 38 
therefore had no receipt.  Aurata hinted at possible discord between Bazaar and Diardi but initially 39 
would not go into specifics.  Aurata indicated a dislike for Jacobitus, saying that Jacobitus was 40 
trying to make a joke of Bazaar with a documentary. 41 
 42 
Before talking with anyone else at the scene, I made my own investigation of the burnt-out remains 43 
of the shed, hampered to some degree by the firefighters who were still looking for any smoldering 44 
embers that could reignite the fire.  As Jacobitus had led me to expect, I saw a good bit of burned 45 
and melted video equipment (cameras, video players, film reels, lights, and several objects too 46 
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damaged to be identifiable).  One of the firefighters pointed out to me the smoke detector and 1 
noted that it appeared the batteries had been disconnected but that’s something that could’ve 2 
happened during the collapse of the shed.  Regardless, there were no lithium batteries in the smoke 3 
detector, which was an extremely old model that I’m not sure is even up to fire code.  I was able 4 
to identify the remains of the exterior shed door, and it appeared that the hasp of the door lock may 5 
have been pried away from the door frame, but again, I was unable to determine whether that had 6 
happened prior to the fire, whether that had been done by the firefighters, or whether the door had 7 
simply ripped apart as the building collapsed. 8 
 9 
After my site investigation from around 9:30 to 10:45 a.m., I next interviewed the Sanctuary’s 10 
handy worker, Kip Manul, since Manul was still on the scene, had made the initial 9-1-1 call, and 11 
was the one who had discovered that Bazaar was missing under suspicious circumstances.  Manul 12 
initially appeared extremely nervous while being interviewed.  On questioning about that, Manul 13 
disclosed a criminal record, a conviction for grand larceny and some prison time.  Manul insisted 14 
that was all in the past but was still nervous around law enforcement.  Once we cleared the air on 15 
that, Manul appeared to be pretty forthright with information related to his record and everything 16 
else.  Manul took me around the rest of the facility, including the big cat cages, and particularly to 17 
the cage of one named Wicat, which is marked with an “X” on Exhibit 1.  That’s the one Aurata 18 
told me had been recently cleaned, so I called in the Forensics team to check the cage, of course.  19 
They swabbed and scraped everything.  Manul indicated that the last time Bazaar was seen was 20 
the night of April 30 when Diardi had sent all of the staff on errands away from the Sanctuary.  21 
Manul and a part-time employee, Bob something, were sent to Steer’s End, a local slaughterhouse 22 
that was going out of business, to make a bulk purchase of all their remaining meat.  Diardi also 23 
sent Aurata to an electronics store in Melissa to buy some camera equipment.  Standard stuff 24 
according to Manul. 25 
 26 
I noticed one Chaus Namire at the nearby Marina staring toward the Sanctuary a little after 2:00 27 
p.m., and I went over to see if Namire might be helpful.  I learned that Namire operates the boat 28 
dock and Marina next to Sanctuary and that Bazaar kept a boat there.  Bazaar’s boat was not at the 29 
dock, and Namire remembered seeing it go out April 30 between 10:00 and 11:00 p.m.  Namire 30 
expressed some surprise at that because, according to Namire, whenever Bazaar went out on the 31 
occasional “midnight sail,” Bazaar always had Namire double-check the boat before he took it out.  32 
Although Namire emphasized the boat was always kept it ready to go.  Bazaar didn’t stop by this 33 
time on April 30.  Namire had heard the fire commotion but had very little helpful information 34 
other than having seen the missing boat go out the night of April 30, a sedan driving north on the 35 
dirt road a little before that, and that there’s been no contact from Bazaar yet.  Namire did offer to 36 
show me some pings from a GPS on the boat, but the GPS apparently went off shortly after it left 37 
the Marina so I just noted the times and location provided by Namire. 38 
 39 
Finally, around 2:30 p.m. on May 3, I interviewed Diardi who, according to the other witnesses, 40 
had been on the Big Cat Temple premises all night on April 30.  Diardi denied any ill feelings or 41 
discord with Bazaar, stating that they had been “okay” since Bazaar gave Diardi a job after prison 42 
and then “great” after Diardi had saved Bazaar’s life later.  Diardi denied hearing or seeing 43 
anything unusual after the staff had left for Steer’s End on April 30.  Diardi claimed to go running 44 
around 9:30 p.m. and was alone all evening.  I noted that Diardi’s neck and arms had several 45 
scrapes and cuts, which Diardi attributed to one of the big cats at the Sanctuary.  Diardi was 46 

TXHSMT - Page 14



FACT STATEMENT OF SUNDA LEO   Page 3 of 6 
 

awakened by fire department sirens early on the morning of May 3 and saw that the shed where 1 
Jacobitus slept was on fire.  Diardi got dressed and ran out into the compound but was immediately 2 
directed by fire department personnel to a collection area.  Diardi noticed that Bazaar was not 3 
present when everyone gathered to watch the firefighters put out the fire, and Diardi thought that 4 
was “very odd.”  The last time Diardi saw Bazaar was around 4:00 p.m. on April 30 walking to 5 
his house at the Sanctuary.  Diardi also noted that the tiger cages are all monitored by cameras but 6 
a few had been on the fritz, including the one facing the Wicat cage. 7 
 8 
On May 4, I checked on Aurata’s alibi about stopping at Snoopy’s Pub on the night before the fire.  9 
The pub was about 15 to 20 minutes from the Sanctuary in moderate traffic.  The bartender, “Big 10 
Beth” Ellis, said she remembered Aurata being there frequently but couldn’t be sure about whether 11 
Aurata had been there the night of April 30.  And, of course, Snoopy’s doesn’t have any 12 
surveillance cameras, just fake ones that don’t record anything.  There were no credit card receipts 13 
for Aurata that night at Snoopy’s, but the bartender said Aurata frequently paid cash so that was 14 
good enough for me.  That same day, I also coordinated with the United States Coast Guard to 15 
perform a search for Bazaar and his boat near Roy and Siegfried Islands, but they were unable to 16 
find any trace of Bazaar or his boat after searching for two weeks.  The Coast Guard offered to 17 
perform a wider search, but I did not find that necessary so the search was called off. 18 
 19 
On May 5, Jacobitus and Aurata came to the station for additional interviews (on their own 20 
initiative, not my request).  Jacobitus stated that some of the destroyed videos were recordings of 21 
interviews with Diardi where Diardi had wished Bazaar would be killed by a big cat.  According 22 
to Jacobitus, Diardi was angry with Bazaar and talked bitterly about how Diardi was going to be 23 
cut out of Bazaar’s Will for no good reason.  Jacobitus seemed sure that Diardi was responsible 24 
for the disappearance of Bazaar. 25 
 26 
During that same interview, Aurata stated that, a day before the fire, Diardi heard a conversation 27 
between Jacobitus and Manul where Jacobitus said they were going to turn over Jacobitus’ 28 
recordings of Diardi wishing Bazaar would die to the police if Bazaar didn’t turn up in 24 hours.  29 
Aurata also reported hearing arguments between Bazaar and Diardi in the weeks before April 30.  30 
 31 
On May 10, 2020, I received the report on the forensic testing of the evidence gathered at the 32 
Sanctuary that is Exhibit 4.  It revealed the following:  33 
 34 

1. Two of Diardi’s fingerprints were found on the smoke detector in Jacobitus’ shed; and 35 
 36 

2. Traces of both Diardi’s and Bazaar’s DNA were found in some blood samples taken from 37 
the bars of the Wicat’s cage approximately six to eight feet above the ground. 38 
 39 

On May 15, 2020, the arson investigator for the Texoma City Fire Department notified me that 40 
evidence from the site of the fire on the night of May 2-3, 2020 showed the possible presence of 41 
an accelerant. While the investigator could not say conclusively that the fire was caused by arson, 42 
I am positive it was arson.   43 
 44 
After reviewing all the evidence with the District Attorney, I arrested Diardi on May 20, 2020 at 45 
the cat Sanctuary.  Diardi caused Bazaar’s death—by knocking him out and feeding him to the 46 
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Wicat or locking him in the cage with Wicat—and then disposed of the body by grinding up the 1 
bones or putting his body on the boat and sailing it in the typhoon.  I learned that Bazaar had 2 
changed his Will several times over the last five or so years, and I am convinced Diardi was afraid 3 
Bazaar would change it again and cut Diardi out as the beneficiary.  Money is the most common 4 
motive for murder, and this case is no exception. 5 
 6 
I was asked by the prosecution to prepare a map of the Big Cat Temple and the surrounding areas 7 
early on in this case, which I did.  That map is Exhibit 1.  I understand that all the lawyers have 8 
agreed that it is accurate, but it is not to scale.  I always did have a knack for drawing maps. 9 
 10 
Further, affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 14th day of August 2020 by the person’s 11 
name who appears below. 12 
 13 

      Det. Sunda Leo  14 
      SUNDA LEO 15 

16 
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ADDENDUM TO THE STATEMENT OF SUNDA LEO  1 
 2 
My initial statement said that I was told “the whole staff” had been sent to Steer’s End the night 3 
of the fire.  While that may not be entirely accurate, review of my notes indicates clearly that 4 
Manul and Aurata both stated that all staff except Diardi were sent on errands that night. 5 
 6 
It is true that the forensic team could not date the fingerprints or dried blood samples found at the 7 
Sanctuary as shown in Exhibit 4.  Thus, no one can say exactly when the traces of Bazaar’s and 8 
Diardi’s blood found on the upper bars of the Wicat’s cage were put there, or when Diardi’s 9 
fingerprint was placed on the fire alarm.  On May 4, the forensic team returned to the Sanctuary 10 
and swabbed the meat cutting and grinding machines in the meat processing room in an attempt to 11 
find traces of Bazaar’s DNA.  No human DNA was found, and no report was issued.  However, 12 
the machines had been used and cleaned by Sanctuary staff several times since April 30.  13 
 14 
I was unable to examine the contents of the Wicat’s stomach for possible human (Bazaar’s) 15 
remains.  To do so would require killing the tiger.  However, given how long it would take me to 16 
get a court order permitting me to do this, I was told by a veterinarian that whatever had been in 17 
the tiger’s stomach on April 30 would have passed through the animal already.  After learning that, 18 
I decided to collect and test the Wicat’s “scat” from May 1 for human DNA, but, as a week had 19 
gone by at that point, it had already been collected and sold to a local fertilizer plant.  Bottom line: 20 
other than the blood traces found in the Wicat cage, no human DNA was recovered at the Sanctuary 21 
during our investigation. 22 
 23 
I also never sought to find the bags of left-over bones taken from the Wicat cage on May 1, 2 and 24 
3 to see if they were human.  They had been ground up and sent to a local fertilizer plant with the 25 
ground-up bones and scat from the other cages as is the routine at the Sanctuary.  Again, we already 26 
had enough evidence to convict Diardi.  I wasn’t going to try to find the bags that came from the 27 
Sanctuary, much less those from the Wicat’s cage, and go mucking around in them.  Yuck!  It 28 
would have been fruitless.  29 
 30 
I haven’t tried to locate the part-time employee, Bob something (I can’t find his last name in my 31 
notes), who disappeared shortly after the fire.  I was told by someone employed at the Sanctuary 32 
that Bob was bumming around Europe, so I haven’t bothered.  Again, a waste of time. 33 
 34 
Finally, I forgot to mention that I did see and review the map of Typhoon Judy in Exhibit 2 that 35 
was produced by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which is an agency of 36 
the United States Government.  I reread my interview notes and Namire stated the last GPS ping 37 
was at 11:10 p.m. on April 30 and the boat was located approximately three miles from the shore 38 
still in Texoma Bay.  Diardi easily could have disabled the GPS, set the boat heading into open 39 
ocean toward the typhoon, and then taken the inflatable dinghy back to shore using the trolling 40 
motor that Namire explained was on that dinghy.  That timeline matches up with Aurata seeing 41 
Diardi soaking wet around midnight that night. 42 
 43 
Initially, I did not institute a search for that dinghy along the beach and in the waters adjacent to 44 
the Sanctuary because I had enough evidence to arrest and convict Diardi without it.  However, I 45 
did a search around May 25, 2020, after I was repeatedly hounded to do so by Diardi’s attorneys.  46 
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The dinghy wasn’t found after several days of searching by me and other Texoma City officers.  1 
Big deal.  No doubt Diardi sent it to the bottom of the sea just like Bazaar’s boat. 2 
 3 
I believe that I am highly qualified in crime scene investigation given my experience and 4 
background, and the same goes for witness interviews.  But I should clarify that I do not have any 5 
direct experience with fire investigations or determinations of arson versus non-arson fires.  6 
 7 
Further, affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 1st day of Trial by the person’s name 8 
who appears below. 9 
 10 

         Det. Sunda Leo    11 
      SUNDA LEO 12 
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FACT STATEMENT OF SERVAL AURATA 1 
 2 
My name is Serval Aurata. I am 28 years old, and I worked for Barry Bazaar at his Big Cat Temple 3 
sanctuary until Barry “disappeared” (although we all know what really happened to him).  I was 4 
born and raised in Texoma, and I respected Barry’s work with big cats from a young age.  Don’t 5 
believe what you hear, Barry was one of the biggest animal lovers I know.  My parents were both 6 
veterinarians, which is how I first met Barry, but they died in a tragic car accident like three years 7 
ago.  Before that, they wanted me to join the family business but, as anyone can tell you, I’m not 8 
necessarily the office worker type.  Barry came into the family vet clinic one day for something to 9 
do with his big cats.  I was helping in the reception area and we struck up a conversation.  I told 10 
Barry how much I respected his work at the Sanctuary, and next thing you know Barry hired me 11 
to be his personal assistant!  At the time Barry was murdered—I mean went “missing”—we’d been 12 
working together for close to six years. 13 
 14 
My relationship with Barry didn’t feel like one between a boss and employee at all.  I would say 15 
we were friends and confidants; I viewed myself as part of his family.  Sure, we’d have our 16 
disagreements from time to time, but I’d say that’s pretty normal.  Barry would talk to me about 17 
anything and everything going on in his life, both personal and professional.  Honestly, sometimes 18 
it felt like I was Barry’s only real friend.  Well, me and the Wicat, that is.  You see, Barry was also 19 
a spiritual guru and believed that the spirits of dead people were reincarnated as big cats.  I still 20 
remember when Barry’s wife died a few months after I started working at the Sanctuary, around 21 
July 2014.  Barry was devastated and beside himself with grief.  I felt so awful for him, especially 22 
because I was the one who found his wife collapsed in their home.  Doctors said it was a stroke.  23 
Soon after, though, Barry found a special white tiger, brought her into the Sanctuary, and named 24 
her “Wife Cat,” or “Wicat” for short.  Barry would sometimes sit and talk to Wicat for hours.  25 
None of us ever said anything because we could tell the Wicat really comforted Barry.  The bond 26 
between Barry and Wicat (and all the cats, to be honest) was something special, for sure.   27 
 28 
In addition to caring so much for animals, Barry also cared a lot about giving people second 29 
chances.  Barry hired ex-convicts to work at his Sanctuary because most places won’t even give 30 
them a second glance when they apply for a job.  Just look at Sylvestris – previously convicted for 31 
burglary and arson, but Barry didn’t care about that and hired Sylvestris anyway.  I even had to 32 
own up to being convicted of a misdemeanor for criminal mischief when I was 18, but Barry told 33 
me people make mistakes and those mistakes shouldn’t be held against them.   34 
 35 
That incident where Sylvestris saved Barry in an attack by one of the big cats about a year ago was 36 
a total fluke.  I still think Sylvestris did something to make the cat attack Barry, but I can never 37 
prove it.  Just a gut feeling.  Nothing like the attack at the Texoma Zoo as described in Exhibit 8 38 
ever happened at the Sanctuary.  While Barry had changed his Will several times after his wife 39 
died—first naming me as the beneficiary, then Chaus Namire (who goes by the name “Marine”), 40 
then back to me, and finally to Sylvestris—the fact that Barry decided to leave his whole estate to 41 
Sylvestris after that one close call was shocking to me.  Especially since I’d been there for Barry 42 
for all those years.  Look, if I’m being honest, I didn’t like how much time Barry spent with 43 
Sylvestris.  Sylvestris was clearly bad news, and what happened to Barry just proves it.  44 
 45 
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Unfortunately, I had to keep dealing with Sylvestris because we all worked at the Sanctuary.  I 1 
kept up with Barry’s records and schedule and handled administrative tasks for our front-of-house 2 
operations.  Sylvestris helped take care of big cats, including feeding them, and maintained 3 
supplies for the Sanctuary.  Kip Manul took care of odd jobs at the Sanctuary, like cleaning the 4 
cages and cleaning and repairing the knives, saws, and meat grinders we used to make sure the 5 
cats had food, among other equipment.  Every now and then, Sylvestris or I would help Kip clean 6 
cages too, but it was only when Kip was too busy with other work. We also had a few folks on 7 
staff who helped out at the Sanctuary on a part-time basis.   8 
 9 
Barry was a real character with a ton of charisma, which I think is why people flocked to visit the 10 
Sanctuary and business was so good.  That’s why I wasn’t surprised when, about a year before 11 
Barry “disappeared,” Pardalis Jacobitus approached Barry to start filming a documentary about 12 
him and his Sanctuary. I felt a bit iffy about the prospect myself, at least at first, because I was 13 
very protective of Barry and didn’t want to see someone take advantage of him and try to paint 14 
him as some kind of bad guy.  Some people have a lot of negative feelings about animal sanctuaries 15 
like Barry’s, and I was worried this was going to turn into some kind of hatchet job against him.  16 
After I met with Jacobitus and the crew, I felt a bit better about the project and told Barry that I 17 
had my reservations but understood the project could provide positive publicity for the Sanctuary.  18 
 19 
Jacobitus became a daily fixture at the Sanctuary for more than a year.  Jacobitus even lived there 20 
with Barry, Sylvestris, Kip, and me.  You can see where everyone lived, as well as the layout of 21 
the Sanctuary, on the map in Exhibit 1.  The crew was always around filming and doing interviews 22 
with everyone around the Sanctuary.  Everywhere you turned, you’d either find Jacobitus or a 23 
member of the crew.  The only exception was on Thursdays when Jacobitus would take the crew 24 
to get dinner and relax in town.  Everyone knew Jacobitus took each Thursday night off and 25 
Jacobitus would always come back pretty late on those nights.  I usually enjoyed Thursday nights 26 
because it meant I could get caught up on work that Jacobitus and the crew made difficult for me 27 
to do.  I told Barry that Jacobitus’ constant presence made it difficult for me to keep up with the 28 
Sanctuary’s records and make sure everything stayed organized, but Barry waved off my concerns.  29 
As filming continued, I also started to worry that Jacobitus was trying to make Barry look, well, 30 
too eccentric.  I also talked to Barry about that, but Barry was fine with how things were 31 
proceeding, so I decided to set my concerns aside.    32 
 33 
You know someone else who worried me?  Sylvestris.  Barry and Sylvestris started having 34 
arguments about Sylvestris feeding rancid meat to the cats a couple of weeks before Barry was 35 
murdered—I mean “disappeared.”  When Barry saw what Sylvestris was feeding his cats, he went 36 
through the roof.   I overheard Barry telling Sylvestris that he would remove Sylvestris as the sole 37 
heir of the estate in his Will, and they had several loud arguments about what Sylvestris had done.  38 
I don’t blame Barry for being mad.  Sylvestris trying to pass off rancid meat as something the cats 39 
should eat was just par for the course. 40 
 41 
Since I managed Barry’s important paperwork and such, I saw the most-recent Will prior to Barry’s 42 
“disappearance,” and I know I am next in line to receive Barry’s estate if Sylvestris is unable to 43 
inherit Barry’s estate for some reason.  I hear murdering someone is a reason why a person cannot 44 
gain the benefits of a Will, but that sure didn’t stop Sylvestris.  Like I said, I always knew Sylvestris 45 
was bad news.  Sylvestris could barely do any job right.   For example, Sylvestris neglected poor 46 

TXHSMT - Page 20



 

FACT STATEMENT OF SERVAL AURATA  Page 3 of 6 
 

Wicat and hadn’t fed her for several days before Barry “vanished,” which is confirmed by 1 
Sylvestris’ feeding notes contained in Exhibit 7.  I regularly kept copies of Sylvestris’ feeding 2 
notes as part of the Sanctuary business and regularly kept them in a file, and I wish I’d noticed 3 
sooner that Sylvestris wasn’t taking care of Wicat as expected.  I honestly didn’t understand why 4 
Barry put up with Sylvestris, a no-good slacker and the reason we started having Kip clean the 5 
cats’ cages.  Sylvestris would often forget to clean them altogether if that job was left to Sylvestris 6 
to do – or clean them so poorly they had to be redone. 7 
 8 
In hindsight, April 30, 2020 started out as a strange day.  That morning, Sylvestris told us all we’d 9 
be making these wild supply runs that night.  I was told I needed to get some video cameras from 10 
the WeSpyEm store in Melissa, which is almost an hour and a half away, because Sylvestris called 11 
our local WeSpyEm and heard they were out of what we needed.  I thought that was really strange 12 
because we’d never had problems with our local WeSpyEm before, but I was aware that a few of 13 
the cameras facing the cages had been on the fritz.  Sylvestris also sent Kip off with a part-time 14 
employee to a meat processing plant three hours away because it was shutting down and we could 15 
get animal meat to feed the cats for cheap.  I thought it all sounded like another one of Sylvestris’ 16 
terrible schemes, but Barry seemed on board with it, so I just played along to keep the peace.    Kip 17 
and the part-time worker started the three-hour journey to the meat supplier at approximately 6:30 18 
p.m. after we had our usual all-employee dinner.  Jacobitus left the Sanctuary at about 7:00 p.m. 19 
to pick up the crew and head into town for the night as usual.  I stuck around to get some filing 20 
done before making the equipment run at 7:30 p.m. or so.  When I left, the only people still at the 21 
Sanctuary were Sylvestris, who was supposed to be feeding the cats, and Barry, who was never 22 
one for menial tasks.  As I was driving along, I decided that I might as well stop by the local 23 
WeSpyEm store, which is about 45 minutes away from the Sanctuary and was on my way.  I was 24 
pretty annoyed when I learned the equipment we needed was there.  When I mentioned to the store 25 
owner that I was surprised to see everything in stock based on what Sylvestris told me, the store 26 
owner said she hadn’t heard from Sylvestris that day at all.  Exhibit 6 is the receipt for my 27 
purchases that day.  28 
 29 
Since I was still pretty mad at Sylvestris for almost sending me on a wild goose chase, I decided 30 
to stop at Snoopy’s Pub for some alone time.  It’s a popular place and only about 15 minutes from 31 
the Sanctuary.  I got there around 9:00 p.m. and had a couple of drinks while I was there.  I 32 
remember getting a text message from Sylvestris at like 9:30 p.m. that said, “I’m going for a run.”  33 
Sylvestris did go running pretty regularly, though I thought 9:30 p.m. was a little late.  I eventually 34 
closed out my tab at the pub, paid my check in cash, and went back to the Sanctuary to go to bed.  35 
Fortunately, there was very little traffic around that time, and I got back around 11:00 p.m.  I drove 36 
past the Marina, going north on the dirt path road until I got to my cabin, but I didn’t see Barry, 37 
Sylvestris, or anyone else at that time. 38 
 39 
I took a quick walk around the Sanctuary and thought it was really weird that Wicat’s cage 40 
appeared to be freshly cleaned, but none of the other cages were.  Wicat’s cage is the one with the 41 
“X” on it in Exhibit 1.  I remember smelling the strong scent of bleach coming from Wicat’s cage.  42 
I know Kip hadn’t cleaned any of the cages before leaving to go to the meat factory.  I also noticed 43 
Barry’s boat was missing from the dock and assumed Barry went on a nighttime sail, which Barry 44 
would do from time to time.  I got ready to go to bed around midnight and noticed Sylvestris 45 
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dripping wet through my cabin window, the one that faces south.  It looked like Sylvestris was 1 
walking back to the Sanctuary from the Marina.  I was pretty tired, so I decided to call it a night. 2 
 3 
I started to get worried about Barry when we hadn’t seen or heard from him for a few days.  On 4 
May 2, 2020, while discussing some business with Sylvestris in the supply room, I overheard Kip 5 
and Jacobitus talking in the meat processing room about how worried they were about Barry.  6 
Jacobitus was especially concerned because of some footage where Sylvestris mentioned serious 7 
money problems and a fight with Barry over his plan to change his Will, again.  Jacobitus also had 8 
Sylvestris on tape saying it would be “delicious karma” if Wicat ate Barry.  Jacobitus told Kip they 9 
would take the footage to the police if no one heard from Barry within 24 hours.  Sylvestris was 10 
right next to me when I overheard that conversation, so I know Sylvestris must have heard it too.  11 
Sylvestris didn’t say anything, turned around, and walked out.    12 
 13 
Later that night, a fire somehow broke out in Jacobitus’ shed at the Sanctuary.  It was pretty scary, 14 
especially since the fire alarm didn’t go off, and Jacobitus barely made it out before the whole shed 15 
collapsed.  Apparently, Jacobitus kept all the video footage in the shed where Jacobitus was staying 16 
and everything was lost in the fire.  According to Detective Sunda Leo, the fire was set on purpose!  17 
Can you believe it?  Detective Leo came out to the Sanctuary on May 3, 2020 and took a look 18 
around.  The detective ordered a bunch of tests of the Wicat cage when I explained that it was way 19 
too clean and had smelled like bleach the night Barry disappeared.  Unfortunately, since we were 20 
still operating as usual before that point, Detective Leo couldn’t really test any of our meat 21 
processing equipment since we’d used it on all the new meat to make sure the cats had food.   22 
 23 
Barry hasn’t been seen since April 30, 2020.  I know Sylvestris claims Barry just sailed off to get 24 
away from it all, but there’s no way Barry would tell Sylvestris something like that and not tell 25 
me.  Sure, Barry disappeared for a few days once or twice before without telling anyone, but he 26 
would never just leave and stay radio silent; he would always call, text, or otherwise contact us 27 
once he got where he was going to let us know he was safe and would come back when he was 28 
ready.  In general, Barry would never stay away with no contact without keeping me in the loop 29 
because I know he would want to make sure the cats (especially Wicat) were in safe hands.  With 30 
the way Barry and Sylvestris were arguing prior to Barry’s “disappearance,” I don’t know that 31 
Barry would have trusted Sylvestris with any personal information, much less plans to go off on a 32 
long trip and leave Wicat and the others behind. 33 
 34 
I know exactly what happened to Barry: Sylvestris killed him to get the estate before Barry changed 35 
his Will again.  And before you think I had reason to harm Barry, just know I wouldn’t do anything 36 
to hurt him.  He was my only family.  He gave me a roof over my head and a purpose through our 37 
work at the Sanctuary.  I wasn’t even at the Sanctuary when he went missing.  The only other 38 
person there was Sylvestris. I’m here to see Sylvestris brought to justice.  Barry did a lot for the 39 
animals in his care, and his murderer, Sylvestris, belongs in jail.  40 
 41 
Further, affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 19th day of August 2020 by the person’s 42 
name who appears below. 43 

      Serval Aurata 44 

      SERVAL AURATA 45 
46 
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ADDENDUM TO STATEMENT OF SERVAL AURATA 1 
 2 
Ok, so, one thing I forgot to mention was that Barry wasn’t the only one who would use his boat.   3 
We would sometimes take it out as a group bonding activity with all the staff at the Sanctuary, and 4 
Sylvestris or I would often drive the boat on those outings.  I also took the boat out a couple of 5 
times before to go fishing (with Barry’s permission, of course).  I think Sylvestris took the boat 6 
out in the past, too.  Either way, Sylvestris definitely knew how to operate the boat.    7 
 8 
Oh, and I’m sure you’re wondering about that pesky criminal mischief conviction, so I guess I’ll 9 
tell you a little more about that.  I’ll be honest, I was young and stupid, and when a couple buddies 10 
of mine dared me to help them break into an exotic animal store, I thought it sounded pretty fun at 11 
the time.  The plan was to steal a really cool snake or something like that.  When we saw that all 12 
the store had was some guinea pigs and hamsters and random birds, I got pretty angry, and we 13 
decided to trash the place.  We didn’t actually steal anything, but I was charged with a bunch of 14 
crazy crimes like breaking and entering and burglary, to name a few.  I had a really good lawyer, 15 
though, and after I told the police how sorry I was, they reduced my charge to a misdemeanor for 16 
criminal mischief instead.  I just had to do some community service as part of my probation.  I 17 
decided to help out at the Texoma Animal Shelter, and it was awesome!  I definitely learned my 18 
lesson, though.  I would never do something like that again. 19 
 20 
I’d also like to clarify why I was so confused and upset when Barry changed his Will to name 21 
Sylvestris as the primary beneficiary in September 2019.  You see, I was the primary beneficiary 22 
in the version of the Will before that—and the first version after Barry’s wife passed away.  I was 23 
so surprised because, when I say I viewed myself as part of Barry’s family, I really mean that.  My 24 
parents died in a totally shocking car accident like three years ago, and Barry was there for me 25 
through it all, even when I found out my parents were majorly in debt.  I always thought they 26 
helped people with their animals for free because business was going so well, but turns out I was 27 
so, so wrong.  All I inherited when my parents died was a pile of bills and no way to pay them.  28 
Barry made the primary beneficiary (for the second time) after that and told me that he did it to 29 
make sure I would be okay if anything were to happen to him.  So I’ll be honest, I was so hurt 30 
when Barry changed his Will once again on what felt like a whim.  He didn’t know Sylvestris 31 
nearly as well as he knew me, and like I said, Barry and I were FAMILY!  Who does something 32 
like that to his family?  Barry was a good guy, though, so I’m sure he had his reasons. I still cared 33 
for Barry no matter what, and I was always loyal to him through and through.    34 
 35 
Yes, I am the only person at the Sanctuary who doesn’t drive a truck or SUV.  But I repeat that I 36 
was definitely not back to the Sanctuary until 11:00 p.m. on April 30.  Marine must have seen 37 
someone else driving past the Marina before that.  Maybe that person was lost or something; that 38 
happens every now and then.  The prosecution pointed out there are lithium batteries on the receipt 39 
in Exhibit 6, and that’s right because I bought some while at the WeSpyEm store.  They were on 40 
sale and near the register, so I figured I would stock up.  It’s not a crime to look out for the people 41 
who live and work at the Sanctuary.   The fire alarms at the Sanctuary are old, sure.  They only 42 
beep when battery is low and don’t make any sound if the battery is dead, or if there’s no battery.  43 
I was the one who purchased those older model fire alarms several years ago, when I first started 44 
work at the Sanctuary, and Barry never instructed me to upgrade them.  So I never upgraded them, 45 
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but I have since changed them all out so someone like Sylvestris can’t take the batteries out and 1 
almost kill someone. 2 
 3 
I may have mentioned the most-recent Will change to Serval and Marine – basically, the fact that 4 
Barry named Sylvestris as the primary beneficiary and made me second in line.  Marine and I had 5 
talked about Barry’s previous changes to his Will too.  Marine is a class act and didn’t hold any ill 6 
feelings when Barry changed his Will to substitute me as the beneficiary instead of Marine, which 7 
was the version before the most recent one naming Sylvestris as the beneficiary.  But I certainly 8 
didn’t kill Barry over that change or concoct some scheme to do so.  Anyone who says otherwise 9 
is just plain lying or is covering for Sylvestris.   10 
 11 
Yes, I did talk to Sylvestris on May 2 when Barry had still not returned, and I wanted to call the 12 
police.  Sylvestris wanted to wait or call the Coast Guard.  I decided to give it one more day after 13 
I overheard the conversation between Jacobitus and Kip. 14 
  15 
Further, affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 1st day of Trial by the person’s name 16 
who appears below. 17 

      Serval Aurata 18 

      SERVAL AURATA 19 
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FACT STATEMENT OF SYLVESTRIS DIARDI 1 
 2 
My name is Sylvestris Diardi but my friends call me “Sylvie.” I was born in Oklahoma, and I’m 3 
28 years old.  I live at the Big Cat Temple here in Texoma, a sanctuary that is owned and operated 4 
by Barry Bazaar. 5 
 6 
I had a rough childhood and got in with the wrong crowd in my late teens.  I got hooked on drugs 7 
and turned to burglarizing homes to support my habit.  Eventually, I got caught and was sentenced 8 
to ten years in prison.  The sentence was heavy because they accused me of “torching” a home I 9 
burglarized to cover my tracks, but that ain’t true.  I’ve no idea why the house burned.  The prison 10 
chaplain convinced me that I was headed in the wrong direction, so I joined Narcotics Anonymous, 11 
got clean, and became a “model prisoner.”  I served five years and was paroled a little over two 12 
years ago, the first time I was eligible. The chaplain recommended me to Barry Bazaar, who would 13 
hire ex-cons the chaplain recommended.  Barry took a chance and hired me in May 2018.  14 
 15 
After keeping my nose to the grindstone for about a year, I figured out how the Sanctuary could 16 
save tons of money.  I learned that local food stores throw out perfectly good meat, fish, and poultry 17 
after their “sell by” date.  That food is good to eat for a week or more before it goes bad. I told 18 
Barry, and he had me get the food for free to feed to the cats.  We saved a bundle, and Barry was 19 
thrilled.  After that, Barry put me in charge of supervising all the full-time and part-time staff 20 
except for his personal assistant, Serval Aurata.  I helped them with exercising and feeding the cats 21 
and with cleaning their enclosures.  Some might call them “cages.”  I admit that I have a small 22 
gambling habit and owe some wise guys a couple thousand bucks, but I’m paying it off—on sort 23 
of an installment plan.  I can handle it even though I get only $550 a week from Barry.  Hey, I eat 24 
free and don’t pay any rent.  And I ain’t got any bones broken yet. 25 
 26 
The Big Cat Temple was founded 20 years ago by Barry to care for “big cats”—lions, tigers, 27 
cheetahs, and leopards only—taken from or abandoned by fools who had them as pets, or cats that 28 
“roadside zoos” and rinky-dink circuses dumped because they were too old, injured, or expensive 29 
to keep.  Barry has a special place in his heart for big cats.  Actually, he’s obsessed with them.  We 30 
had 15 at the Sanctuary when Barry disappeared.  I think they are pretty cool too, but their halo 31 
wears pretty thin when you have to clean up their scat and scraps twice a day, every day!  And 32 
when they are in a bad mood, they can really hurt you.  You always have to be careful when in an 33 
enclosure with them.  I was swatted at by a cheetah a couple days before Barry disappeared and 34 
got scratched in a couple places, but nothing too bad.  Pretty standard occurrence actually. 35 
 36 
Barry has a special relationship with one cat he calls “Wicat.” Barry believes in some, let’s just 37 
say, non-traditional religion stuff.  He has statues of gods I’ve never seen before all over his house 38 
and incense burns 24 hours a day.  He’s deep into that reincarnation jazz and believes he is a 39 
reincarnated big cat whose mission in “this life” is to care for abused big cats.  He believes that 40 
Wicat, who he raised from birth, is the reincarnation of his wife who died before I started working 41 
there.  Pretty weird, but, hey, who am I to judge?  42 
 43 
Barry Bazaar was like a father to me.  He saved my life by hiring and trusting me after I was 44 
paroled.  We had a friendly boss-employee relationship until August 2019 when he says I saved 45 
his life.  I probably did.  We had gotten a new tiger that had been abused, and I could tell it was 46 
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scared and dangerous.  Barry, always supremely confident that he was a “cat whisperer” who could 1 
make friends with any cat, went into its enclosure without any protection—no chair, whip, or pole.  2 
I urged Barry to wait for the tiger to calm down, but Barry went in anyway.  Soon the cat had him 3 
pinned to the ground, and I ran into the cage and distracted it before it could rip his guts out for 4 
lunch.  Barry got out, grabbed a whip and got the cat to back off so I could escape.  Barry was very 5 
shaken and said he thought for certain he had lost one of his nine lives.  It easily could have turned 6 
out like what happened at the Texoma Zoo a month ago, which you can read about in Exhibit 8. 7 
 8 
After that, Barry said I must be a reincarnated big cat too and spiritually related to him and Wicat. 9 
In September 2019, he said he had changed his Will so that, when he died, I would get the Big Cat 10 
Temple.  I only had to promise to take care of Wicat (and him, as he would return to us as a tiger; 11 
I would know somehow it was him).  From then on, he called me “my child” and “kiddo.”  Well, 12 
I was knocked out by his generosity.  However, until they confirm he’s dead after getting lost in 13 
that typhoon, I ain’t gonna take over the business.  If they don’t find the truth, then Aurata will 14 
take over.  Surprise!  Aurata worked for Barry for many years—since before I got there—and is 15 
extremely devoted to Barry.  Aurata has never liked me after getting close with Barry.  In fact, 16 
Aurata downright hates me after learning from Barry that I, not Aurata, am the beneficiary of his 17 
Will.  I think Aurata expected to get the Big Cat Temple when Barry died.  As Barry explained to 18 
me, Aurata gets the Big Cat Temple if I’m dead or can’t inherit it for any reason.  Maybe the cops 19 
ought to look into the fact that Aurata is framing me in order to get the Sanctuary.  20 
 21 
Aurata claims that, shortly before Barry disappeared, he was angry with me and was going to cut 22 
me out of his Will.  Absolutely false!  I never heard any of that from Barry.  Sure, Barry and I had 23 
a dust up about a week or two before he disappeared, but it was no biggie.  He was pretty ticked 24 
with me because he’d heard from “one of the staff” (probably Aurata) that I was feeding the cats 25 
rancid meat and selling our good meat on the side.  Totally bogus!  I calmed Barry down and 26 
persuaded him that it wasn’t true.  Most likely, Aurata was bad-mouthing me so Barry would fire 27 
me and change his Will again, which he had done several times since his wife died.  Barry 28 
understood and believed me.  So, I guess Aurata had to come up with a Plan B, which involved 29 
framing me. 30 
 31 
Barry, Aurata, Manul, and me lived at the Sanctuary.  That so-called documentary maker, Pardalis 32 
Jacobitus, had been living in a shed at the Sanctuary for over a year before Barry disappeared while 33 
filming a documentary on Barry and the Sanctuary.  Jacobitus’ camera person, Minolta, and their 34 
tekkie, Rex, didn’t live at the Sanctuary, but they were sure prowling around a lot filming stuff.  35 
They were all a real pain.  36 
 37 
When we couldn’t find free meat that was past its “sell by” date, we’d buy beef, hog, and goat 38 
carcasses from the Texoma Meat Packing Company that didn’t pass inspection and couldn’t be 39 
sold to restaurants and grocery stores.  That place is not far from the Sanctuary, and the carcasses 40 
were perfectly good cat food for a week or two.  We’d bring the carcass pieces, which could be 41 
three to five feet in length and weigh up to 60-70 pounds, to our meat processing room at the 42 
Sanctuary where we used band saw to cut them into pieces to be fed to the cats.  You can see that 43 
meat processing room on the map of the Sanctuary in Exhibit 1.  We’d back a truck up on the north 44 
side of the building because there’s a roll-up door and raised platform that makes unloading super 45 
easy.  What the cats can’t eat and the remains of what they do eat (mainly bones) are put into our 46 
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grinders, which are also in the meat processing room.  These “leftovers” and the big cats’ scat are 1 
sold to the fertilizer plant down the road to the north of the Sanctuary.   2 
 3 
A day or two before April 30, 2020, I learned that the Steer’s End meat rendering plant was shutting 4 
down and was selling carcasses at fire sale prices.  So, to save money, I had Manul and Bob, a 5 
part-time employee, take the truck to Steer’s End and buy as much meat as they could fit in our 6 
big walk-in cooler.  They left after we ate dinner that night on April 30.  It is about a three-hour 7 
drive to that plant, one way, and I expected them back well after midnight since they left about 8 
6:30 p.m.  9 
 10 
That same day, I also asked Aurata to go to the WeSpy’Em store in Melissa, Texoma after dinner 11 
to buy two me-Spy cameras and cables.  All the cat cages are monitored by cameras, and a couple 12 
were on the fritz including the camera facing Wicat’s enclosure.  I sent Aurata to the Melissa store, 13 
which is about 90 minutes away, because I had called the local WeSpy’Em (which is about 20-30 14 
minutes away) earlier that day and was told they didn’t have the cameras in stock but the Melissa 15 
store did.  16 
 17 
On April 30, the night they say I killed Barry, I was in my hooch—a small trailer that’s maybe a 18 
hundred yards from the main house where Barry lives.  It is shown on Exhibit 1 with my name 19 
above it.  Around 9:30 p.m. that night, I texted Aurata that I was going on a run and might be out 20 
when Aurata returned.  I left my phone in my trailer as I always do.  I then started out running 21 
south on the dirt road from my trailer and basically did a big loop around the Sanctuary.  Basically 22 
a counterclockwise circle if you’re looking at the map in Exhibit 1.  I even yelled out to Marine as 23 
I passed the Marina at the start of my run.  I was gone from about 9:30 to 11:15 p.m. or so.  My 24 
running route is about 10 miles and I can average about a 10-minute mile.  When I got back to my 25 
hooch, I saw Aurata’s car next to the cabin where Aurata lived.  I also heard machinery going off 26 
in the meat processing room.  I was surprised the crew had gotten back so quickly and were 27 
working on the cats’ breakfast, but I didn’t think any more about it and went to bed.  I never saw 28 
Barry that night after dinner or anyone else when I got back from my run.  Thinking back, I don’t 29 
recall seeing the truck Manul and Bob had taken either, which I would’ve passed walking south 30 
down the dirt path road to my hooch.  Odd. 31 
 32 
Barry often spoke about sailing to the small uninhabited islands that are few dozen miles off the 33 
coast out in the ocean, or just sailing around headed nowhere in particular, whenever he needed to 34 
get away from people—basically when he needed to clear his head, write poetry, or meet his wife 35 
“on the astral plain.”  Aurata and Manul told me that, before I started working there, he had done 36 
this several times; simply disappeared at night on his sailboat with no warning or explanation.  He 37 
wouldn’t return for up to a week, and no one would hear a word from him until he got back.  A 38 
day after Barry had sailed off, Aurata wanted to call in the police to investigate.  I thought it was 39 
a little too quick to be so concerned about Barry, and I was confident Barry would sail into the 40 
Marina any minute.  So I told Aurata to chill and wait. When I learned the typhoon crossed Barry’s 41 
path about a day later, I urged Aurata to call the Coast Guard, but Aurata wanted to call the police 42 
instead.  I guess Aurata didn’t do either. 43 
 44 
I’m convinced that Barry took one of those sails on April 30 and got caught in that typhoon that 45 
suddenly crossed his path.  You can see how drastically the storm changed path in Exhibit 2, and 46 
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I recall hearing the weather folks on the radio that night warming people of the storm.  Barry’s 1 
boat is still missing, and no one has heard from him after all this time!  The islands have been 2 
searched—although it didn’t start for several days after Barry sailed off—and no clue as to what 3 
happened to him was found.  No doubt the strong off-shore currents carried Barry and his boat out 4 
into the ocean.  I wish the Coast Guard could find his body or boat and prove my innocence, but 5 
they have stopped looking despite my insistence. 6 
 7 
As for the fire in Jacobitus’ hooch on May 3, I didn’t have anything to do with that whatsoever.  I 8 
know the detective says it was arson, but the fire department didn’t reach that conclusion.  Plus, 9 
I’ve been in Jacobitus’ shed for some interviews and seen Jacobitus smoking cigarettes in bed 10 
while we talked.  Clue?  Duh!  Anyway, I didn’t do it.  A couple weeks later, Detective Leo arrested 11 
me and me charged with killing Barry.  I am innocent, and I’ve been framed!  You have to believe 12 
me!  Before he left, Barry told me that he was going to sail and get away from it all—at least that’s 13 
how he put it a few weeks before he took his boat out for its final voyage.  While I’m not sure 14 
whether he actually took that sailing trip or if Serval killed him in revenge for changing the Will 15 
and naming me the beneficiary, I can say that I had nothing to do with Barry going missing.  I 16 
swear to it. 17 
 18 
Further, affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 30th day of August 2020 by the person’s 19 
name who appears below. 20 
 21 

        Sylvestris Diardi   22 
      SYLVESTRIS DIARDI 23 

24 
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I’ve cleaned cat enclosures and the cutting and grinding machinery in the meat processing room 3 
lots of times, but you know from TV that those forensic people can always find DNA, even after 4 
a killer cleans up the scene.  I’m no genius, but even I’m smart enough to know that they would 5 
have found traces of Barry’s body if I had killed Barry in Wicat’s cage.  Or if I somehow had 6 
Wicat kill him.  To be clear though, I didn’t do either of those things. 7 

8 
When I was interviewed by Detective Leo on May 3, I had scratches on my arms and neck.  Some 9 
were bandaged.  Those were a “gift” from one of our cheetahs, Taylor, that I mentioned in my 10 
original fact statement.  Taylor is a big young cat who loves to practice hunting.  I was cleaning 11 
his enclosure when he wanted me to play “prey.”  When their hunting instincts take over, they can 12 
scratch you while wrestling with them, and that’s what happened.  Just read Exhibit 8. 13 

14 
Sure, I knew Jacobitus, Minolta, and Rex were going to be gone from the Sanctuary on the evening 15 
of April 30.  Everyone did.  They always go to town on Thursdays for dinner and drinks at a local 16 
sports bar.  I don’t know when Jacobitus left or got back that night, but Jacobitus is usually out 17 
real late. 18 

19 
The fire alarms in the Sanctuary’s buildings often failed because Manul would forget to replace 20 
the batteries, and it didn’t help that Serval purchased those antique fire alarms way back before I 21 
started working at the Sanctuary.  Those fire alarms were so old that they didn’t even beep when 22 
the batteries got low or were missing.  A firefighter said the batteries in Jacobitus’ fire alarm were 23 
missing at the time of the fire.  So?  I didn’t do that.  I also agree with Manul that it’s strange Serval 24 
purchased lithium batteries for a fire alarm on April 30 at the WeSpyEm store as you see in the 25 
receipt in Exhibit 6.  Manul is right—those aren’t the right type of batteries for our fire alarms, 26 
and it also seems strange that Aurata almost knew batteries were missing from some of the fire 27 
alarms.  And as for my fingerprint being on the fire alarm, I’ve replaced those batteries so many 28 
times because Manul is so lazy, and it’s not surprising that my prints are on the alarm.  There’s no 29 
telling how long that print was there, and that’s exactly what the forensic team concluded in their 30 
report in Exhibit 4. 31 

32 
Aurata says that I overheard Jacobitus tell Manul the day before the fire that Jacobitus had 33 
recordings of me saying I wished Barry would die or get eaten by Wicat or something crazy like 34 
that, and that Aurata was going to the police.  First, I didn’t hear any such thing.  Second, I never 35 
said anything like that.  Sure, Jacobitus interviewed me on camera several times.  One night it was 36 
after a very long, tough day when I wasn’t feeling well and had taken some pain medicine.  I had 37 
a hard time focusing and answering Jacobitus’ stupid questions, but I definitely didn’t say anything 38 
like what they claim I did.  If I had, wouldn’t you think Jacobitus would’ve saved a copy of 39 
something so outrageous?  Jacobitus is lying to help Aurata frame me so Aurata can get the 40 
Sanctuary if they succeed in framing me.  And, why would I say that to Jacobitus if I was planning 41 
to kill Barry?  I was being recorded!  Duh!  Aurata and Jacobitus are conspiring to get me out of 42 
the way.  I’ve seen them off alone talking together.  Something’s going on there. 43 

44 
Aurata claims that I didn’t call the local WeSpyEm store to check on the cameras.  Another lie. 45 
The guy I spoke to at the local store would back me up, but my lawyer found out that he passed 46 
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away last June.  I have no idea how Aurata was able to buy them there, but I guess the guy I spoke 1 
to was mistaken. 2 
 3 
As for Texoma forensic team finding my and Barry’s blood in Wicat’s cage, both of us have been 4 
swatted at by Wicat from time to time.  Sometimes she draws blood.  Those blood drops could 5 
have been there for months, and the forensic team with all their tests and equipment can’t say the 6 
blood was there sooner.  Just look at Exhibit 4. 7 
 8 
Aurata claims to have seen me dripping wet close to midnight on April 30, and that may be one of 9 
the few true statements in Aurata’s fact statement.  I was coming back from my run and was all 10 
sweaty, so I took a quick dip in the Texoma Bay lagoon to cool off.  Big deal.  There’s nothing 11 
illegal or suspicious about that. 12 
 13 
I’ve gone sailing on Barry’s boat with him several times.  He was teaching me how to sail, but I 14 
couldn’t sail that boat alone.  I know his boat has a motor, GPS, and other gadgets, but I don’t 15 
know anything about how they work.  I also know the boat has an inflatable dingy for a life boat 16 
on board, but that’s all I can tell you about the boat. 17 
 18 
As for the part-timer, Bob, who I sent with Manul to buy meat at Steer’s End on April 30, he quit 19 
shortly after I was arrested.  I’ve heard he’s bumming around Europe somewhere, but I’ve totally 20 
lost touch. The feeding notes in Exhibit 7 are in my handwriting and something I regularly did 21 
when feeding the cats.  Those notes are accurate and they’re very clear – I was not starving Wicat 22 
like Serval claims.  We were short on meat for the cats, and that’s why it was so important for Kip 23 
and Bob to get the meat from Steer’s End since it was going out of business.  I would never do 24 
anything to harm the big cats at the Sanctuary.  I’ve also see the picture Jacobitus took of one of 25 
the tigers in Exhibit 9.  That’s a picture of Julien who is mentioned in those feeding notes. 26 
 27 
Further, affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 1st day of Trial by the person’s name 28 
who appears below. 29 
 30 

        Sylvestris Diardi   31 
      SYLVESTRIS DIARDI 32 
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FACT STATEMENT OF KIP MANUL 1 
 2 

My name is Kip Manul, and I’m 31 years old. The sign on my office says, “Task Oriented Homo 3 
Sapien,” but I bought it for myself so I suppose it doesn’t really count.  If I had an official title, it 4 
would probably be something like “Handy Human,” although I like to think of myself as the Senior 5 
Maintenance and Repair Technician at Big Cat Temple sanctuary owned and operated by Barry 6 
Bazaar.  Well, I guess I’m the only Maintenance and Repair Technician.  But, brothers and sisters, 7 
when Kip Manul is your tech, you don’t need anyone else.  I guarantee it.  After all, I’ve been here 8 
four and a half years and Barry has never needed anyone else. 9 
 10 
I graduated from Texoma County High School and enrolled in Texoma County Community 11 
College where I earned an Associate Degree in the Maintenance Arts.  I was thinking of maybe 12 
going to a four-year college, but let’s just say that accounting and math were not my best subjects.  13 
All that theoretical stuff just makes me antsy.  I like to really sink my claws into a project.  After 14 
I got out of TCCC, I took different jobs but never really found one that worked for me.  Well, 15 
maybe that one job at Texoma Motor Homes.  That’s where I learned to work on both mobile 16 
homes and motor homes.  I always liked the idea of a motor home - is there anything better taking 17 
all your stuff with you on the open road, touring the highways and byways of America with nothing 18 
between you and nature besides a giant windshield, a huge dashboard, and a bus-sized steering 19 
wheel?  That’s freedom right there. 20 
 21 
Actually, it was through that job working on mobile and motor homes that my journey to Big Cat 22 
Temple sort of began.  Seewhatididthere?  I had just finished tuning up this sweet little Winnebago.  23 
Well, they aren’t really little, but you know what I mean. Once I was finished with her, she just 24 
purred like a kitten in the cream.  Now, I tried, I really did. And I guess I knew I should have just 25 
parked her when I was done.  But something grabbed a hold of me, and I just had to get behind 26 
that giant steering wheel.  So I took her for a spin—just to check my work, mind you.  And to 27 
make sure she was ready for delivery.  Well, one thing led to another.  I mean, even I didn’t know 28 
a Winnebago could go so fast.  Pretty soon, she was at warp speed and climbing.  But she was 29 
making such a racket that I didn’t hear the police sirens.  Or those kids screaming in the back.  But 30 
seriously, if the cops don’t want you to slalom through their cars, then why park them in a straight 31 
line like that?  That’s just a dare, and everyone knows you can’t back down from a dare.  Science 32 
fact.  Anyway, they charged me with a whole bunch of stuff like Grand Theft, Attempted Murder, 33 
Reckless Endangerment, to name a few, and I ended up pleading guilty to some mid-level 34 
misdemeanor called Reckless Driving and got six months.  Best. Court-appointed. Lawyer. Ever! 35 
 36 
Doing time made me nervous because I didn’t know what I would do when I got out.  But when I 37 
did get out, I was happy that I got placed at the Sanctuary with Barry because he gives second 38 
chances to people with criminal records.  My job at Big Cat Temple doesn’t pay much, but it does 39 
come with free room and board in this beautiful mobile home.  It’s fifty-foot-long and twelve-foot-40 
wide, it’s got one bedroom, and it has all the modern conveniences.  It also has a B-E-A-utiful 41 
view of the Texoma Bay.  And what’s more?  You can move it.  Just sayin’.  You can see it on 42 
Exhibit 1 in the middle of the map near the bottom where my name is.  You can’t tell from the 43 
map, but I keep that thing in fantastic shape, and it makes a great base of operations for doing all 44 
the twisting and tweaking necessary to keep this place running.   45 
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I turn all the wrenches, grease all the wheels, patch all the holes, and make the Sanctuary business 1 
purr like a cat with catnip.  I even make the trains run on time.  See, we have this ride we call the 2 
Cheetah Express, which takes the kids all around Big Cat Temple.  That’s also on the Exhibit 1 3 
map near the top of the page.  I call it that because it is so fast.  See what I did there?  Cheetah?  4 
At least the kids think it is fast.  They’re small, though, so it seems fast to them.  Basic physics, ya 5 
know?   6 
 7 
I couldn’t have been happier working for Barry at the Sanctuary, but the milk started to turn sour 8 
when this journalist, Pardalis Jacobitus, showed up in March 2019.  PJ (the nickname I gave the 9 
journalist) was looking to become a big shot filmmaker by making a documentary about Barry and 10 
the Big Cat Temple.  Barry gave PJ a place to live on site at the Sanctuary, sort of a combo storage 11 
and sleeping area that we called the “Shed,” and that just meant there was no escape.  Nothing but 12 
PJ following Barry and everyone else around, filming everything, asking a bunch of questions, and 13 
getting everyone stirred up.  And the more time PJ spent with us, the worse it got.   14 
 15 
One of the few times I could get away was when I was cleaning the cat cages, which was one of 16 
my main jobs.  Sometimes Serval Aurata, Barry’s personal assistant, helped me with the cages if 17 
I was doing something else or out of town.  Not Sylvestris Diardi, though.  Sylvestris almost never 18 
helps with cage cleaning, even if no one else is around.  That’s not to say Sylvestris doesn’t help.  19 
Woo boy, in fact, we did have this one scare when Barry was attacked by a new tiger he was 20 
working with in August last year.  That cat flat turned and went right after Barry.  Just Pie-Ya!  I 21 
thought for sure that Barry had buttered his last biscuit.  But then, out of nowhere, Sylvestris 22 
jumped in the cage and wrestled that big cat off Barry.  Barry and Sylvestris both had some pretty 23 
good cuts and scrapes when it was over, but Barry took it in stride.  He said something about the 24 
tiger just working out some issues.  Anyway, I’d call that helping out, even if I still had to clean 25 
out all the scat afterward.  Yessir, on that day, Sylvestris showed a real selfless “cat-titude.”  You 26 
know, like “Cat” and “Attitude,” just kinda smushed together.  Anyway, Sylvestris had some 27 
similar cuts and scrapes the day Detective Leo interviewed me about Barry’s supposed death – a 28 
lot like the ones from rescuing Barry from the tiger attack.  I mean, if cut, don’t we bleed?  But 29 
we’ll get back to the gumshoe detective in a cat’s whisker. 30 
 31 
I will admit I couldn’t help but laugh when PJ found out about the attack and was all depressed 32 
because it wasn’t on film.  But I gave PJ a play-by-play description of it—really hammed it up 33 
since PJ wanted to film it.  But missing out on that moment didn’t slow PJ down.  PJ just kept 34 
digging and digging, and I think trying to break up the friendship between Barry and Sylvestris.  I 35 
even heard that PJ claimed Sylvestris said that Barry was crazy.  Sylvestris also supposedly said 36 
that karma was going to catch up with Barry and he’d be eaten by Wicat and may have also said 37 
some terrible things to say about Big Cat Temple.  I’ve known Sylvestris for several years and I 38 
can’t believe any of that is true.   Barry and Sylvestris had been friends before that tiger decided 39 
to work out those issues on Barry.  But after that, Barry and Sylvestris became really close.  So 40 
close that I heard from Serval that Barry put Sylvestris in his Will sometime after the cat attack.  41 
Left Sylvestris everything apparently, unless something happened to Sylvestris, in which case 42 
Serval would get everything—at least according to Serval.  When I found that out, I wondered if 43 
it would cause any trouble.  I mean, by writing his Will that way, Barry put two cats in a cage with 44 
only one piece of meat.  Knowwhatimean?  But I never heard of Barry and Sylvestris getting 45 
crossways with each other – from either of them. 46 
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Yes, it is true that Barry believed that people are reborn as big cats after they die.  And, sure, Barry 1 
also thought that he was a reincarnated cat, and that Wicat was his wife’s reincarnated spirit.  All 2 
true.  But who’s to say that is crazy?  Can you disprove it?  I’m not sayin’, I’m just sayin’.  3 
Sylvestris knew about Barry’s beliefs the day he jumped in the cage to rescue Barry from that 4 
tiger.  I don’t believe Sylvestris would have risked life and limb for a crazy man, or that Sylvestris 5 
would just turn on Barry and all of us at Big Cat Temple and say all those horrible things PJ 6 
claimed were said—particularly since good ol’ Barry gave us all a second chance. 7 
 8 
In fact, Barry always tried to make us a family, even down to our regular all-hands dinner.  My 9 
memory of that last one of those is going to stick with me for quite a while.  It was the last one we 10 
ever had and took place on April 30, 2020.  After dinner, I took a part-time employee, Bob 11 
something, with me to a meat processing plant that was shutting down.  Even though it was a 12 
couple of hours away, Sylvestris thought it was a great opportunity to stock up on food for the cats 13 
since we were running pretty low, so we headed out around 6:30 that evening in Barry’s big 14 
refrigerated truck.  It was not quite a Winnebago, but it sure was cool, dig it? 15 
 16 
Of course, once we got there, it was hurry-up-and-wait.  I guess the place was disorganized since 17 
they were going out of business, but I was just scratching at the walls to get out of there.  One 18 
thing led to another, and we didn’t get back to the Sanctuary until after 1:30 a.m. the next day, 19 
May 1 officially.  We backed the truck up on the north side of the meat processing room, unloaded 20 
all the meat, and started processing it all so it was ready to go the next morning.  Sylvestris had 21 
said we were really low on cat food, so I wanted to make sure we had breakfast ready for them in 22 
case they hadn’t eaten that night, which sometimes happens.  But I figured the cats had been fed 23 
that night because the meat processing room looked like it had been used a few hours earlier.  And 24 
it smelled like the grinders had been used too, the ones we use to grind up bones and other things 25 
the cats won’t eat, which we sell to a nearby fertilizer plant along with the cats’ scat.  26 
 27 
It wasn’t until around 9:30 a.m. the following day, on May 2, that I learned that the Cat’s Ironic – 28 
that’s the name of Barry’s boat – was not at the dock where Barry kept her.  People were guessing 29 
that Barry maybe took one of his unannounced trips, so I went to the Marina next to the Sanctuary 30 
property to see if I could figure anything out.  I wound up talking to Marine (whose real name is 31 
Chaus Namire but everyone calls “Marine”) who works at the Marina and lives on a boat docked 32 
there.  Marine is a whiz with keeping the Cat’s Ironic in top shape, or “shipshape” as Barry would 33 
call it.  It was the cat’s meow, so to speak. 34 
 35 
We talked about the little trips Barry likes to take on the Cat’s Ironic.  With the supplies on board 36 
the boat and the desalinator, Barry could pretty much jump on board at any time and take a three- 37 
to four-day trip or could even stay longer if he was lucky catching fish.  So, it wasn’t uncommon 38 
for Barry to blow off some steam and take a last-minute trip that might last several days.  Well, 39 
that led us to discussing all the gizmos on the Cat’s Ironic.  We talked about her engines, the sails, 40 
and eventually even the different safety systems on the boat.  I know she has a GPS system, but I 41 
am not an expert on that.  Still, I was surprised that Marine told me that the GPS on the Cat’s Ironic 42 
had been turned off on April 30, around 11:10 p.m.  That would’ve been when I was heading back 43 
from the meat processing plant.  I didn’t even know GPS could be turned off.  It sure is a shame 44 
that the locator beacon was broken.  Marine told me that the Cat’s Ironic normally had a locator 45 
beacon on board, which sends a signal that allows the Coast Guard to find a boat if it’s in distress.  46 
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It’s called an EPIRB, which sounds like a cat hiccupping, right?  Eeepurbbb.  But Marine said that 1 
it wasn’t on board the night Barry took her out.  Something about it needing special batteries or 2 
wires or something, so Marine had been working on it.  Still, the weather reports initially said that 3 
the typhoon was predicted to head west of the islands, so I’m sure Barry had a good plan. 4 

5 
After that conversation with Marine, I went about the rest of my day because I still had work to 6 
do.  Around 2:30 that afternoon, while I was in the storage shed working on some of the new 7 
grinders we purchased on Texomazon, PJ came sniffing around, being all nosy, as usual.  At that 8 
point I wanted out of that room more than a long-tailed cat wants to get out of a room full of 9 
rocking chairs.  But PJ isn’t the type to stop bugging you even without the camera rolling.  I told 10 
PJ about the discussion I had with Marine, but then I got out of there.    11 

12 
I knocked off work shortly after that and went to bed fairly early since I hadn’t gotten much sleep 13 
two nights earlier after coming back so late and processing the meat.  I was woken up around three 14 
in the morning on May 3 because the cats outside were going crazy making noises.  Light was 15 
pouring through the curtains so that the inside of the trailer was bright enough for reading, so I 16 
opened the door and saw PJ’s shed was on fire!  After I got over my excitement, I thought about 17 
it for a moment and decided to call the fire department.  I’ve seen the transcript of that call in 18 
Exhibit 5 and that sounds like what I said on the call.  You know, those old fire alarms we have at 19 
the Sanctuary are the worst.  I’m pretty sure Serval purchased them a while back, but I’ve always 20 
hated them.  I’ve wanted to upgrade them forever – they only beep when the battery is low, but 21 
they don’t make a sound if the battery is dead, or if there is no battery, I suppose.  Danger, danger. 22 

23 
I watched the firefighters battle the flames and PJ pacing like crazy complaining about all the video 24 
files being lost.  I didn’t have much sympathy.  Might’ve even grinned.  This detective showed up 25 
later that morning, interviewed a couple people, and then wanted to talk to me.  I wasn’t too thrilled 26 
to talk to a police officer given what happened the last time I had to deal with one, but I told 27 
Detective Leo everything I knew and showed the detective around the Sanctuary.  Later on, I 28 
watched the forensic team taking swabs and samples from the Wicat cage, but it wasn’t anything 29 
like what you see those CSI folks do on TV.  Talk about boring.  30 

31 
I never heard from or spoke to Detective Leo, or any other police person, after that.  But I did see 32 
Detective Leo arrest Sylvestris on May 20 and I couldn’t understand why.  Sylvestris had no reason 33 
to kill Barry – without Barry, most of us would have nowhere to go.  Sylvestris could’ve been 34 
killed saving Barry from that tiger attack, so killing Barry months later doesn’t make any sense to 35 
me.  Plus it’s not like there’s any evidence Barry was even killed.  The police are just assuming 36 
he’s gone and took way too long to even start the Coast Guard search.  I think that Barry is out 37 
there on the Cat’s Ironic, and that he probably needs a floatie more than he needs Detective Leo 38 
investigating his supposed death. 39 

40 
If we’re being real, I think PJ’s documentary was not working out as expected, even after PJ tried 41 
everything in the book to break up our family.  To some extent, PJ succeeded—Barry is missing 42 
and our whole family is hurting.  Now PJ is claiming that Sylvestris murdered Barry.  I think PJ 43 
set the fire to cover up that failed documentary and evidence that PJ is lying about what Sylvestris 44 
said.  It would not surprise me to find out that PJ is now making a documentary about Barry’s 45 
alleged murder and Sylvestris’ trial. 46 
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Further affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 8th day of September 2020 by the 1 
person’s name who appears below. 2 

      Kip Manul   3 
      KIP MANUL  4 
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ADDENDUM TO STATEMENT OF KIP MANUL 1 
 2 
When Barry gets back, I hope things get back on the rails.  I mean, I don’t believe that Wicat is a 3 
reincarnated spirit, but I do believe in Barry who gave me and Sylvestris new shots at life, when 4 
most people won’t hire ex-cons. He gave us all a crazy home and a crazy family.  But we were 5 
happy.   6 
 7 
I read Sylvestris’ statement and the part about hearing the grinding equipment sometime around 8 
11:30 p.m. on April 30.  That definitely wasn’t me because I didn’t get back to the Sanctuary until 9 
two hours later.  But that makes sense because the meat processing room smelled like the grinders 10 
had been recently used when I got back late that night.  My guess?  Serval was ticked off after 11 
getting cut out of Barry’s Will, confronted Barry about it, and a fight happened.  It may sound 12 
gruesome, but it would be easy to grind up a human body using the equipment and grinders we 13 
have in that meat processing room.  It would take an hour probably, but the result would look the 14 
same as if you ground up the bones and leftovers of the meat we feed the big cats.  There’s no 15 
other explanation for why the meat grinders were going off that night.  I’ve seen Sylvestris’ feeding 16 
notes from that day, which is in Exhibit 7, and we were all out of cat food.  Even if I’m wrong, 17 
there’s still nothing that says Barry isn’t living life out on his boat somewhere.  Maybe he was just 18 
tired of PJ following him around all the time and wanted the documentary to go away.  I still look 19 
out at the docks every morning hoping to see the Cat’s Ironic sailing into the Marina. 20 
 21 
I can also tell you that Sylvestris would go running all the time, usually for an hour or more.  22 
Sylvestris starts out running south on the dirt path road past the Marina and makes a big loop 23 
around the Sanctuary, basically counterclockwise if you’re looking at the map in Exhibit 1.  But 24 
Sylvestris’ running route goes way beyond the page showing the map.  I think it’s like a 10-mile 25 
run or something – way more than I could ever run, and certainly not in an hour and a half like 26 
Sylvestris can do.   27 
 28 
I saw some other folks talk about all these changes that Barry made to his Will over the years.  I 29 
heard about the change that named Sylvestris as the beneficiary after that cat attack, but I don’t 30 
recall hearing about any changes before that.  Then again, I didn’t pay attention to that type of 31 
stuff. 32 
 33 
Finally, I was in charge of changing the lithium batteries in the smoke detectors around the 34 
Sanctuary, but I confess I didn’t always do that very well.  Sylvestris would help me out and cover 35 
for me from time to time.  I can’t see Sylvestris taking the batteries out of the fire alarm in PJ’s 36 
shed, and that wouldn’t even work because only Barry and PJ had a key to the shed.  PJ kept that 37 
thing locked tight anytime PJ wasn’t there.  And I stand by what I said on the 9-1-1 call that the 38 
fire smelled like an electrical fire.  I know the smell of an electrical fire – it’s like this awful burning 39 
plastic smell that I’ve smelled probably a dozen times before.  PJ had all kinds of computers, 40 
equipment, cables, power cords, and the like in the shed.  It was all disorganized and probably 41 
overloaded the electrical system in the shed.  It’s not like the shed was built to handle all that 42 
power, and that’s almost certainly what caused the fire.  Even the fancy fire department 43 
investigators couldn’t say conclusively that the fire was intentionally set according to Detective 44 
Leo – Detective Leo is just assuming it was arson. 45 
 46 
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One of the strangest things to me is that Serval purchased lithium batteries at the WeSpyEm store 1 
on April 30 as you can see in Exhibit 6.  Serval never purchased the fire alarm batteries before – 2 
that was something I was in charge of, although Sylvestris sometimes purchased them as well in 3 
the past.  And you can see why – the fire alarms at the Sanctuary use a different type of lithium 4 
batteries, the XR2 batteries not the XR4 type.   5 
 6 
Further affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 1st day of Trial by the person’s name 7 
who appears below. 8 
 9 

      Kip Manul   10 
      KIP MANUL 11 
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FACT STATEMENT OF CHAUS NAMIRE 1 
2 

My name is Chaus Namire, but everyone calls me “Marine.”  I’m 49 years old and, while I used 3 
to be in the Marines, the nickname it is really short for Marina because I work at the Texoma 4 
Marina and have for nearly ten years.  I live on my boat in the Marina and work on all of the boats 5 
there, except a couple owned by snobby lawyers from Texoma City.  They’re more trouble than 6 
they are worth.  The lawyers, not the boats.  I can work on any boat and darned near have, from 7 
Pegasus class hydrofoils to mini-pontoon boats.  You can see the Marina on the map that is Exhibit 8 
1, and it actually extends a little further off the right side of the page with a few more docks where 9 
some of the lawyers’ boats are. 10 

11 
I have known Barry Bazaar for all ten years that I’ve worked and lived at the Marina.  I also knew 12 
his wife before she passed away in 2014.  Barry’s Big Cat Temple sanctuary runs up to the property 13 
line of the Marina, so we’re neighbors and, of course, I worked on his boat all the time.  It’s a nice 14 
one – an Albin Vega 27 called the Cat’s Ironic.  That type of vessel is a nice little boat and tougher 15 
than they look.  Bunks four people (two comfortably), but you could take one across the ocean 16 
solo – people have done it, look it up.  Not my thing – that’s turning fun into work.  The Albin 17 
Vega has been around 50 years.  You take care of them, they take care of you.  Handles well, 18 
moves fast downwind.  You’ll see some old ones with gas engines, but Barry’s has a 13-horse 19 
diesel and can move up to 25 nautical miles per hour in the open ocean.  When it was at the Marina, 20 
Barry’s boat was docked on the north side of the left-most dock on Exhibit 1.  Basically, right 21 
where the arrow is next to the word “Docks.”  My boat, the one I live on, is docked on the right 22 
side of the second dock from the left on Exhibit 1.  Basically right below the “M” in “Marina” if 23 
you’re looking at Exhibit 1.  Our boats are about forty feet away when docked at the Marina. 24 

25 
I always had Barry’s boat, like mine, in shipshape condition – Serval Aurata, Barry’s personal 26 
assistant, would be on me constantly about making sure everything was there in case Barry went 27 
on an unannounced “sailabout” – that was Barry’s catchphrase for just heading out without notice.  28 
What did I make sure was in place on Barry’s boat?  Do you have a pen?  Rations, drinking water, 29 
fishing gear, tools in good order, flares, flashlights, first aid kit, life jackets, inflatable dinghy with 30 
a small trolling motor, spare parts, the EPIRB, etc.  For you land lubbers, an EPIRB is an 31 
Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon - it sends a signal via satellite and is assigned to a 32 
particular vessel.  I worked on these in the Marines and can take them apart and put ‘em back 33 
together blindfolded, just like my weapon.  I could tell you some amazing stories, even involving 34 
some of our enemies.  Who would have thought a United States Marine would be assigned to work 35 
with the Ministry of Merchant Marine of the USSR?  That was a while back – do kids these days 36 
even know what the USSR was?  37 

38 
An EPIRB is automatically activated if it hits the water (or if water hits it); the new ones have 39 
built-in GPS but Barry’s doesn’t.  Anyway, the EPIRB signals if it gets wet – doesn’t if it doesn’t 40 
(of course I suppose anything can fail or be tampered with).  You can’t track it if it doesn’t signal. 41 
By wet, I don’t mean rain.  I mean submerged.  So if Barry crashed that boat, there would be a 42 
signal.  Except one thing.  Barry’s EPIRB is in my tool shed in pieces.  It was on the fritz, so I had 43 
been working on it.  It’d be a heck of a lot easier to find Barry if it was on there.  I told Barry 44 
around April 27, 2020 that I would have the EPIRB back on the boat ASAP, but I didn’t get one 45 
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of the parts I needed to fully fix it.  I was not able to tell Barry or anyone else before his boat went 1 
out on April 30. 2 
 3 
Speaking of Serval, we had a strange conversation about a week before Barry’s boat went out – 4 
sometime around April 23, I reckon.  Serval was still fuming over Barry’s most-recent change to 5 
his Will that named Sylvestris as the primary person to inherit the Sanctuary, even though Barry 6 
told me he’d done that made months earlier.  Barry had changed his Will several times over the 7 
years, and even I was the beneficiary at one point—Barry said he was taking care of me since I 8 
took such good care of the Cat’s Ironic.  I thought that was way too generous, and so I was frankly 9 
relieved when he changed it later to name Serval as the beneficiary again.  I’m a boat person, not 10 
a tiger person.  Anyways, back to Serval fuming—Serval was muttering while looking over the 11 
boat and the supplies that I had restocked, and then said something like Sylvestris will never inherit 12 
the Sanctuary.  When I asked how Serval could be so sure, Serval just said “it’s a gut feeling” with 13 
a big grin.  The Sanctuary really wasn’t my business, so I didn’t push the issue.  But, in the months 14 
leading up to Barry’s disappearance, I never saw him show any sign of regret making that most-15 
recent change to his Will. 16 
 17 
As I told Detective Sunda Leo, there was GPS on the boat that’s tied to MEfinder on my laptop. I 18 
convinced Barry to tie the boat’s GPS to my MEfinder for emergencies, like this I guess.  I told 19 
Barry it is a good idea to always have it on – but some people don’t like Big Brother tracking their 20 
every movement.  Just like with that nanny phone you keep on your body 24 hours a day and 21 
everybody and anybody knows your movements.  Remember back when the Pentagon had to tell 22 
soldiers to stand down with the FitBits because they revealed troop locations worldwide?  Good 23 
grief.  I can see my platoon sergeant ripping that thing off your arm still attached to your wrist.  24 
Think I’m joking?  How does your MEphone always seem to know where you’re going when you 25 
get into your car?  Big Brother is watching you.   26 
 27 
Back to Barry, he took in all kinds of characters at that Sanctuary – everyone had a story.  Like 28 
Sylvestris – everyone knows Sylvestris’ gambling history and the dumb bets and all that.  So what?  29 
Sylvestris has been there, what two years or so, and ain’t any worse than anybody else over there.  30 
Heck, Barry would be dead if Sylvestris hadn’t got that tiger away last year from what I heard.  31 
But yes, I usually know who comes and goes at the Sanctuary, but it is a big place and I mostly 32 
mind my own business.  You can hear the animals but not much else.  All of the machinery is on 33 
the far side of the property.  I’ll notice cars coming in sometimes on the dirt road shown in Exhibit 34 
1.  Those are workers and others who are supposed to be on the property, not customers.  There is 35 
a parking lot for Sanctuary visitors on the southeast side of the property over where they come in 36 
from the highway.  If you are on the dirt road, you better be working at Big Cat Temple or coming 37 
to the Marina.  And if you come to the Marina, I know you.  Well, I better know you or you better 38 
be able to tell me what you are doing on my Marina. 39 
 40 
Barry had talked about sailing away to see big cats in their natural habitat but never did – well, 41 
maybe now he has.  Barry regularly went on sailabouts – just up and left for a day or three or 42 
maybe a week – probably however long it took to forget what those goofballs at the Sanctuary 43 
were doing.  He hated being away from the cats but did have the jones to sail away sometimes, 44 
and that’s why I had to have his boat ready to go at all times.  On April 30, I did see Barry’s boat 45 
sail off at 10:00 to 11:00 that night, but that didn’t automatically mean Barry was on it.  Serval and 46 
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Sylvestris had each taken the boat out a couple of times over the years.  I would’ve expected Barry 1 
to have stopped by my boat and said goodbye if he was going out for more than a day because he 2 
always had done that before.  He would at least have called me or Serval after a day if he wasn’t 3 
coming back for a few.  Barry had been awfully anxious around that time – I don’t know why, but 4 
it led me to checking the GPS on MEfinder shortly after his boat sailed out of the Marina.  The 5 
last two pings, about 15 minutes apart, showed Barry’s boat was in the Texoma Bay heading west.  6 
Pretty must taking the path like the line you see on Exhibit 2 where it says: “Distance of 32 nautical 7 
miles.”  After my television show ended, I checked again and there were no more pings.  I didn’t 8 
think too much about it because, as I said, Barry turned that GPS off sometimes.  9 

10 
Kip Manul swung by that Saturday morning, I guess the date was May 2, to ask me about the GPS 11 
on Barry’s boat.  We checked the MEfinder together – the last signal was still the same one a few 12 
minutes after 11:00 p.m. on Thursday night, April 30.  That last ping showed the boat still in the 13 
Texoma Bay, not yet in open ocean, about three miles from the Marina.  It’s about four miles from 14 
the Marina to open ocean.  Since there were still no pings after that, Barry must have never turned 15 
the thing back on.  Well, I guess it could mean it was turned off, could mean malfunction, could 16 
have been satellite issues.  Who knows? 17 

18 
There was a fair amount of car traffic that night on April 30, but that’s not unusual on a Thursday 19 
night.  That film crew that has been over there for more than a year is always heading out to get in 20 
trouble somewhere on Thursdays.  Thursday is their day—that journalist leaves early in the 21 
evening and may or may not come back, and I heard that journalist’s truck and the big refrigerated 22 
truck drive off.  You also sometimes get some weekenders heading in to the Marina, even with 23 
bad weather predicted, but not that night.  When they do come to the Marina, they drive in from 24 
the south on the dirt road and turn left into Marina.  There’s a big sign there so they don’t end up 25 
in the part of the Sanctuary where all the employees live.  But I do remember one car headed north 26 
on the dirt road into the Sanctuary sometime late that Thursday night.  I didn’t check my watch, 27 
but I’d say it was about 9:45 p.m.  I know it wasn’t the film crew because that journalist drives a 28 
truck and this one was a sedan, like the one Serval drives.  In fact, now that I think about it, 29 
everyone at the Sanctuary drives a truck or SUV except for Serval. 30 

31 
Now, no one said there was going to be a typhoon near us on April 30.  You know, the news people 32 
predict lots of storms – the weatherman doesn’t want to get blamed if your party gets wet – but no 33 
one knows when the big one is coming.  It was so calm in the Marina that you could hear 34 
everything, which is why I was able to hear Serval driving down the dirt road.  I pay attention to 35 
the forecasts, and no one thought it was going to be bad around here.  You can see on Exhibit 2 36 
that the typhoon was initially projected to go west of Siegfried and Roy Islands, but it turned 37 
unexpectedly after 8:00 p.m. on April 30 and ended east of Siegfried Island.  You wouldn’t have 38 
known the path of the storm unless you were closely following the storm tracking data, which I 39 
only do if I’m preparing to sail off when a storm is in the proximity of my journey.  So whoever 40 
went out on Barry’s boat, if they ran into that storm, then they were in big trouble.  Barry is a 41 
decent sailor but didn’t have experience with that kind of weather.  No one around here, except for 42 
me I suppose, would have that experience.  If you want to predict the weather at sea, try this: red 43 
sky at night, sailors’ delight; red sky at morning, sailors take warning.  I didn’t see or hear any 44 
other boats near the Marina that night, and I went to sleep around 3:00 a.m.  I’ve always been a 45 
night owl.  46 
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On the night of the fire, I was on my boat just doing my thing.  The first thing I heard was the cats 1 
making a racket and then fire truck sirens.  I got up and saw smoke billowing from something at 2 
the Sanctuary.  I jumped off my boat and ran toward the smoke, but there was nothing I could do 3 
when I got there.  The fire was out of control, but the fire department was handling it like 4 
professionals.  Eventually, I made it back to my boat and crashed for a few hours.  Detective Leo 5 
came by later that day and asked me what I knew, and I answered all the questions that were asked.  6 
I offered to show Detective Leo the MEfinder data but the detective just asked for the time and 7 
location.  Who am I to tell a detective how to perform an investigation?  I wouldn’t want anyone 8 
telling me how to sail.  But it was a little weird the detective didn’t want to see the actual data.  9 
Some fish for thought.  10 

11 
Where do I think Barry is?  None of my business, but I would ask Serval.  Serval is the one who 12 
was obsessed with Barry and inheriting the Sanctuary. 13 

14 
Further, affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 5th day of September 2020 by the 15 
person’s name who appears below. 16 

17 

Chaus “Marine” Namire18 
CHAUS “MARINE” NAMIRE 19 
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ADDENDUM TO STATEMENT OF CHAUS NAMIRE 1 
2 

Sylvestris got along fine with everybody, as far as I could tell, and always had nice things to say 3 
about Barry.  But Serval was awful catty about Sylvestris.  It used to be just jealous type comments 4 
but, after Sylvestris got arrested, Serval said something that stuck with me: “Funny how karma 5 
works.  Sylvestris is going to prison, and I am getting the Sanctuary.”  Isn’t that a weird thing to 6 
say?  Serval smiled like the cat that ate the canary!  I have seen a lot in my day, but that look gave 7 
me goose bumps. 8 

9 
Oh, one other thing.  I don’t remember what the sky was doing that morning before the typhoon. 10 
Now that this is some important court case, I should clarify that I just threw out that “sailors take 11 
warning” as an easy saying for non-sailors.  I go by my feel as to what is happening.  If I take a 12 
boat out, it always come back – and I’ve been through some hairy situations before. 13 

14 
I read Sylvestris’ statement, and I can confirm that I’m pretty sure I heard Sylvestris call out around 15 
9:30 p.m. on April 30.  Sylvestris would often call out before going on a run around the Sanctuary 16 
– like a “Heyo Marine!”  Lastly, the more I think about it, the car I saw around 9:45 p.m. on April17 
30 was definitely Serval’s car.  I can’t be exactly sure on the time I saw the car, but I know it was 18 
about 10 to 15 minutes or so after I heard Sylvestris call out before going on the run—and I saw 19 
Barry’s boat leave the Marina maybe 45 minutes after that.  I also know that Serval claims to not 20 
have returned to the Sanctuary until 11:00 p.m., but that can’t be right at all—even if I am slightly 21 
off on the time when I saw the car.  I didn’t look at my watch but I’m definitely not wrong by an 22 
hour.  And isn’t it a bit odd that no one can back up Serval’s alibi about being at Snoopy’s Bar?  23 
That place is usually packed, but there’s no witness or receipt to back up Serval’s story? 24 
Something doesn’t add up there, especially given how strong Serval claims the 11:00 p.m. arrival 25 
time is correct.  Methinks thou doth protest too much. 26 

27 
Finally, I was asked by Sylvestris’ lawyers to pull the pings from Barry’s boat on my MEfinder, 28 
but the system automatically deletes that information after 60 days.  Because Detective Leo wasn’t 29 
interested in that information, I didn’t think to save the information but I’m confident that I 30 
remember the times and locations given my nautical experience.  The last ping was at 11:10 p.m. 31 
on April 30 and still within the Texoma Bay, not into open ocean.  The two pings indicated Barry 32 
was traveling basically the same direction as that line on Exhibit 2 that shows the distance in 33 
nautical miles between the Sanctuary and the closest island. 34 

35 
I’ve read the statements of the prosecution’s witnesses and it’s not clear to me what the State thinks 36 
happened to Barry – whether he was eaten by the Wicat, or knocked out or something and put on 37 
his boat and set out in the direction of the storm.  I mean, sure, someone could theoretically set a 38 
boat in a certain direction and then jump off or use a dinghy to head back in the other direction, 39 
although that trolling motor goes only about five miles per hour.  The boat would hold its heading 40 
and speed, although it could be affected by the current a bit, but I’ve never heard of someone doing 41 
that.  If Sylvestris put Barry on his boat and set him out to sea that way, which I can’t imagine 42 
happened, Sylvestris would’ve had to take the inflatable dinghy to the shore because it would be 43 
really difficult to swim three miles.  I could swim it, and maybe Sylvestris could do it given those 44 
regular 10-mile runs, but it would take me about 40 to 60 minutes to swim three miles in the 45 
Texoma Bay, on a good day. 46 
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Further affiant sayeth naught.  Signed and sworn to on the 1st day of Trial by the person’s name 1 
who appears below. 2 
 3 

Chaus “Marine” Namire4 
CHAUS “MARINE” NAMIRE 5 
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Pardalis Jacobitus 
4518 Eloise Ave, Prescott, Arklahoma 22441 

PardalisTheJournalist@yahoo.com 

March 18, 2019 

Barry Bazaar  VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
Big Cat Temple 
2121 Snow Leopard Lane 
Landry, Texoma 11443 

Dear Barry: 

It was a pleasure meeting you at the Texoma Animal Law Conference earlier this month, and I am 
looking forward to creating the documentary we discussed regarding you and the Big Cat Temple. 

This Letter Agreement sets forth the terms of our agreement regarding the documentary.  Please 
review the terms and then sign below if you are in agreement with those terms and return a signed 
copy to me at my email address indicated at the top of this page.  

Terms of Documentary and Filming: 

Me and my crew will be provided unfettered access at all times to all areas of the Big Cat Temple 
except for: (1) the big cat cages, unless I am accompanied by you or one of your employees; 
(2) any residence on the property, unless I receive prior permission from the occupant; and
(3) your boat, the Cat’s Ironic.

I will retain ownership of all video and photographs taken during the term of this Letter Agreement, 
and you agree that I have sole discretion on what video or photographs, if any, shall be used in the 
documentary.  To be clear, I have full artistic control over the documentary and you agree that you 
have no right or authority to determine what is included or excluded in the documentary. 

During the term of this Letter Agreement, you have agreed to provide me a shed on the property 
to store any equipment and to sleep in, and no one but you, me, and my crew shall have a key to 
the shed.   

Neither party is obligated to pay the other party anything for the rights contained herein. 

I am responsible for the safety of myself and my crew during the term of this Letter Agreement 
except for any injuries or death that occur at the Big Cat Temple property resulting from or arising 
out of the gross negligence of you or your employees, which you agree to be fully responsible for. 

The term of this Letter Agreement shall begin on the date you sign below and shall last for two 
years or upon completion of the documentary, whichever is sooner. 

Sincerely, 

Pardalis Jacobitus 

Agreed and Accepted by:   Barry Bazaar – March 19, 2019
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TEXOMA FORENSIC TESTING LABORATORY 
May 10, 2020 

Detective Leo: 

The Texoma Forensic Testing Laboratory is an independent laboratory tasked with performing 
forensic testing and analysis of physical evidence at the request of law enforcement and civilians.  
All employees of the laboratory have the appropriate qualifications and certifications to perform 
the tests and analyses at the laboratory. 

At your request, we have conducted analysis of evidence provided to our laboratory related to your 
investigation at the Big Cat Temple in Landry County, Texoma.  We understand that a fire occurred 
at a shed at the Big Cat Temple and that the Fire Marshall believes arson was possible but could 
not reach a conclusive opinion.  The results of our forensic analysis and testing are set forth below: 

Smoke Detector in Shed 

Despite obvious fire damage to the smoke detector in the shed, we located and extracted two 
fingerprints on the edge of the smoke detector.  We then compared those fingerprints to samples 
provided by numerous witnesses at the Big Cat Temple. 

The fingerprints on the smoke detector match the right index finger and right thumb of 
Sylvestris Diardi. 

The fingerprint matches have a confidence level of 91.40%.  

We were unable to date the fingerprints on the smoke detector and therefore cannot estimate how 
long those fingerprints have been on the smoke detector.  However, it should be noted that 
fingerprints can be detected up to 40 years after deposition.  

Blood Trace Evidence 

We analyzed twelve swabs that were taken from the tiger cage for the tiger named “Wicat” and 
tested those for the presence of blood.  The cage is approximately 20 feet across, and swabs were 
taken from various areas inside the cage. Two swabs tested positive for trace amounts of blood, 
both of which were noted to have been taken from inside the cage wall.  The first swab was taken 
approximately eight feet from the floor near the middle of the cage wall. The second swab was 
taken approximately six feet from the floor near the south west corner of the cage.  

The first swab matches the DNA of Sylvestris Diardi.  The second swab matches the DNA of 
Barry Bazaar.  

These DNA matches have a confidence level of 99.9997%.  We were unable to date the blood 
traces to determine how long they had been present on the cage bars.  While there have been 
advances in using Raman spectroscopy to date blood evidence, it is not considered reliable. 

No other swabs tested positive for the presence of human or animal blood. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the laboratory if you have any questions. 
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9-1-1 Call Transcript Log

**May 3, 2020 

**3:17 a.m. 

Dispatch:  9-1-1, what is your emergency?

Caller:  Yes, woah, hey we’ve got a fire here at the Big Cat Temple.  Barry 
Bazaar’s place.  It’s one of the sheds on the dirt path road just west of 
the tiger cages. 

Dispatch: Fire and emergency personnel are on their way.  Do you know if 
anyone is trapped or still inside the shed? 

Caller: No, I don’t think so.  We’ve got some journalist here filming a stupid 
documentary or something, but the journalist made it out and is just a 
bit shaken up.  Everyone else who lives on the property is accounted 
for. 

Dispatch: EMTs will be there in approximately seven minutes.  What is your 
name? 

Caller: Yeah, this is Kip Manul, I work here at the cat temple.  You know, it 
kinda smells like an electrical fire.  Maybe something short circuited or 
something you know.  Hey, I just realized the smoke alarm isn’t going 
off.  I swear, those pieces of junk that Serval bought are going to end 
up killing one of us.  I bet Barry will upgrade them now and . . . 

Dispatch: Hello?  Are you still there?  Why do you think it is an electrical fire?  
Hello?  

**Transcription Ended at 3:19 a.m. 
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WeSpyEm, Inc. 
4141 Robertson Rd, Texoma 

PURCHASE RECEIPT 

April 30, 2020 
8:04 p.m. 

ITEMS: 
WeSpy Camera – Model XG24 $64.99 

Quantity x 3 $194.97 
AV Cable – Model TR3 $12.99 

Quantity x 5  $ 64.95 
Batteries – Lithium XR4 (smoke detector) $  9.99 

Quantity x 2 $ 19.98 

SUBTOTAL:  $279.90 
TAX (8.25%):  $  23.09 
TOTAL DUE:  $304.45 

**Paid by CC (x8004) (Serval Aurata) 

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING WITH US! 
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Feeding Notes 
April 27 – 9am, fed all 15 big cats, Julien and Isabelle 

seem to be eating regularly again; no other notes 
4:30pm, fed all cats except Wicat who was in one 

of her moods again, will try again in an hour 
5:45pm, not enough meat has been processed to 

feed Wicat, will try again in the morning; meat is 
being processed right now 

April 28 -  8:45am, fed all cats except Wicat and 
Isabelle; again not enough meat has been processed; 
to discuss with Barry 

4pm, Isabelle not fed because food still left over 
from previous day; perhaps not eating again; Wicat in 
another mood and unable to feed 

6:45pm, fed Isabelle since food in cage was gone 
now 

April 29 -  7:45am, meat count is very low, only fed big 
cats in the northern-most five cages; waiting on meat 
processing 

10:15am, fed the middle five cages; still waiting 
on meat processing 

1pm, only enough meat for two big cats, but split 
it up to feed the final five big cats; to discuss the meat 
plant going out of biz with Barry 

April 30 -  9:15am, not enough meat to feed all big 
cats; visiting meat plant this evening to stock back up; 
fed youngest big cats in the northernmost cages 

May 1 - 8:45am, meat stocked back up, fed all big cats 
4:15pm, fed all big cats; Julien had not eaten his 

meal from earlier. To discuss with Barry in case vet 
visit needed. 
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TIGER KILLS TRAINER AT TEXOMA ZOO 
BY CHESTER MACDOUGALL, SENIOR CONTRIBUTOR 

July 30, 2020 

TEXOMA—The fourth-grade students from Douglass Elementary School are 
probably not going back to the Texoma Zoo any time soon, if ever.  While on their 
annual summer school field trip yesterday, the students witnessed a harrowing 
moment when Tinkerbell, a white snow leopard, mauled her trainer to death in 
gruesome fashion.  The trainer, Steve Grinn, had cared for Tinkerbell for over five 
years, ever since the snow leopard was born at the Texoma Zoo.  Grinn was feeding 
the snow leopard during a demonstration for the students when Tinkerbell pounced 
onto Grinn’s back, knocked him to the ground, and began biting his neck and clawing 
at his back.  Two other trainers entered the enclosure quickly and eventually 
separated Tinkerbell from Grinn, but he had already succumbed to his injuries.  

The head trainer for the big cats at the zoo, which includes lions, tigers, and snow 
leopards, was devastated by the news.  “Steve was one of the best trainers we’ve ever 
had,” said Nadia Jurek.  “He had raised Tinkerbell from birth and they had one of 
the strongest bonds I’ve ever seen between a human and a big cat.  There had been a 
few times when Steve had been scratched up by Tinkerbell, but that is pretty common 
for big cats like snow leopards.  But an attack like this, even though it’s known to 
happen, was just so out of the ordinary for Tinkerbell.  We reviewed the camera 
footage of the enclosure to see if something spooked or frightened Tinkerbell to act 
the way that she did, but we didn’t see anything out of the ordinary.  It’s a tragic loss 
for us.  I can only imagine how this has affected those young students.” 

This isn’t the first time a big cat has injured a trainer at the zoo, and there are dozens 
of other examples of similar occurrences at zoos and sanctuaries around the country. 
Hans Kurtz, the lead veterinarian at Texoma University’s animal studies 
department, explained that even trained big cats never lose their animal instinct. 
“While the event yesterday is shocking, it is certainly not unexpected,” Mr. Kurtz 
explained during a telephone interview.  “Big cats like snow leopards do not naturally 
acclimate to being confined, even in large enclosures like at the Texoma Zoo, and even 
if they have been raised in captivity since birth.  Snow leopards are beautiful to watch 
and observe, but they are dangerous animals that can kill a human in seconds even 
if unprovoked.” 

The Texoma Zoo is closed until further notice as officials investigate the death of Mr. 
Grinn and the circumstances surrounding the snow leopard attack. 
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