What was it like to live in the Middle Ages?
Task – You are going to study what life was like for ordinary people living hundreds of
years ago in the Middle Ages. Was it comfortable, peaceful, boring, dangerous? Your
task will be to design a new history theme park based on a medieval village.

Welcome to Wharram Percy
This reconstruction drawing shows the village of Wharram
Percy in Yorkshire as it might have looked in the early
fourteenth century. The drawing is based on evidence
found by archaeologists.
Most people in England lived in small villages like this – a
group of houses, surrounded by fields and gardens and
woodland. There were thousands all over England. Each
village had a lord who had been given the land by the King.
Most villagers worked for the lord.
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1. Look closely at the picture. Discuss the
questions that are scattered around.
2. What other questions do you have about
this village?
3. Do you think life in Wharram Percy looks
pleasant or harsh? Complete a table like
this. Write as many point as you can
under each heading:
Reasons why life in
Wharram Percy might
be pleasant

Reasons why life in
Wharram Percy might
be harsh

4. The owners of the history theme park
want to call it ‘Muck and Misery in the
Middle Ages’. They think that will really
pull in the visitors.
a. Do you think it is a good name?
b. Do you think the evidence on this
page fits that name?
5. Do you think this village changed during
the Middle Ages or stayed much the
same for 500 years? Give reasons for
your choice and write them down. You’ll
come back to this question later!
↓This is the village viewed from another angle. Can you
work out where you would stand to see this view?

