
Introduction to General Assembly topic: Afghan Refugee Crisis

On September 11th 2001, the World Trade Center in New York City
was attacked by members of terrorist group Al-Qaeda. Following the
attacks, the United States of America demanded that the Taliban, the
ruling group in the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, hand over Osama
Bin Laden, the leader of Al-Qaeda, who was under Taliban protection.
The Taliban refused to extradite Bin Laden, and the US launched
Operation Enduring Freedom, and US-led forces invaded Afghanistan.
After the initial invasion was successful, a coalition of 40 nations
(including all NATO members) formed the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF).

Violence continued to escalate as the decade progressed, troop numbers began to surge from
2009 through 2011. On May 2nd 2011, Osama Bin Laden was assassinated by SEAL Team Six
in his compound in Pakistan. NATO leaders announced plans to begin to withdraw from
Afghanistan in 2012, and the USA announced in December 2014 that their major combat
operations would end, leaving a residual force behind. On December 28th, NATO formally
ceased ISAF combat operations in Afghanistan, and handed full security responsibility to the
Afghan government.

On February 29th 2020, the US and the Taliban signed a conditional peace treaty in Doha. This
agreement required US forces to fully withdraw from Afghanistan
within 14 months so long as the Taliban cooperated with their
agreement to not "allow any of its members, other individuals or
groups, including Al Qaeda, to use the soil of Afghanistan to
threaten the security of the United States and its allies". US
President Joe Biden moved the withdrawal date back to the 31st
of August after he took office. The Taliban rejected this move,
and once the original deadline expired they launched a broad
offensive across the nation, culminating with the capture of Kabul
on the 15th of August. On the 16th, the Afghan president, Ghani fled the country and the war
was officially declared over, with a Taliban victory. This rapid offensive has led to large numbers
of Afghan civilians and translators fleeing the country. A resistance is continuing to fight on in
the Panjshir Valley under vice-president Amrullah Saleh
and guerilla leader Ahmad Massoud.

The United Nations definition of a Refugee is someone who "owing to well-founded fear of being
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or
political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is
unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and
being outside the country of his former habitual residence, is unable or, owing to such fear, is
unwilling to return to it." The UNHCR is the United Nations Refugee Agency, and was
established on December 14th 1950. United Nations peacekeepers are present to protect
Refugee Camps, and the UN provides basic necessities such as food, health care and water
when those services are not present. The United Nations has passed resolutions to protect
migrants and prevent trafficking. The United Nations General Assembly previously committed to
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manage large movements of refugees and migrants in a humane, sensitive, compassionate and
people-centred manner through international cooperation, while recognizing national capacities
and resources.

Questions and themes that may be discussed pertaining to refugees and their safe
asylum in host countries are as follows.

How great is the responsibility of those nations with already great numbers of asylum
seekers to take on this influx of those from Afghanistan?

The role of nations who have historically refrained from taking refugees?

Whether COVID-19 restrictions be overruled in order to find refugees safe asylum in host
countries?

What is the responsibility of NATO member nations, should they take on a larger sum of
refugees due to the occupation of Afghanistan being NATO-led?

Finally, what security protocols, if any, should be imposed to ensure that civilian
refugees (if they are to be accepted in addition to translators and other NATO allies) are
safe to enter host nations?

Any other matters arising, that are relevant to the topic of the Afghan refugee crisis and
the Afghan’s future.


