
◆ What sources can we use?
Use this worksheet to help you with the Activity on page 5.

worksheet 1
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Type of source A battle in the last ten years The Battle of Hastings, 1066

Eye-witness accounts

TV programmes

Newspaper reports

Books about the battle

Photographs

Visible remains at the battle-site

The diaries and memoirs of those 
who took part
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◆ Source Testers ‘R’ Us check out the Bayeux Tapestry
Use this worksheet to help you with Activity A on page 7.

worksheet 2

My conclusion:
I give the Bayeux Tapestry _____ marks out of 5 for accuracy.
I give the Bayeux Tapestry _____ marks out of 5 for trustworthiness.

Check Question Your ideas

Who? Who ordered the tapestry to be 
made?

What is their position?

How might this affect what the 
tapestry shows?

Why? Does the tapestry try to make 
anyone look good?

Does it try to make anyone 
look bad?

Is it likely to be fair?

Is it likely to be accurate?

When? When was it made?

Did the makers know about, or 
witness, the  events they were 
portraying?
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◆ Was William a better leader than Harold?
Use this worksheet to help you with Activities A and B on pages 8 and 9.

A C T I V I T Y A
1 Underline in red any sentence which makes a simple statement about

William in answer to the question ‘Was he a good leader?’.
2 Underline in blue any sentence which supplies evidence to support

these statements about William.
3 Underline in green any comment which shows that the writer has

thought about the fairness and accuracy of the evidence.
4 Finally, write the second part of this paragraph. Describe what the

tapestry tells you about William’s abilities as an organiser and
whether this particular evidence is to be trusted.

William was a good leader in two ways. Firstly, he persuaded people to
join his army by getting the support of the Church. One scene from the
Bayeux Tapestry shows the Pope’s flag flying from one of his ships. This is
almost certainly accurate. The designer of the tapestry was a Norman
and tells the story from a Norman point of view, but this is the kind of
detail that would be known by many people and so is probably right.
Secondly . . .

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

A C T I V I T Y B
1 Complete this paragraph about Harold’s leadership, based on the four

items you picked out in answer to question 1 on page 9. (Remember
to use careful language.)

2 End the paragraph with a sentence comparing William and Harold as
leaders. Choose from:

◆William was probably a better leader because . . .
◆Harold was probably a better leader because . . .
◆William and Harold were both good leaders because . . .

The events of 1066 suggest that Harold was also a good leader. For
example, he seems to have reacted very fast to the news of the invasion
in the north.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

worksheet 3
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◆ The Battle of Stamford Bridge
Read this extract from The Last English King, a novel about Harold. The
incident in this account is mentioned in stories of the time, but Julian
Rathbone’s imagination fills in the details for us.

worksheet 4

A C T I V I T Y
1 Which bits of this account are likely to be based

on archaeological evidence? Highlight them in one
colour.

2 For which bits of this account has the writer used
his imagination? Highlight these in another colour.

D I S C U S S
3 What would be the strengths and weaknesses of

an account based strictly on archaeological
evidence?

4 In what ways does this account help you to
understand what eleventh century battles were
like?

[A big warrior guards the narrow bridge leading to Harald Hardraada’s
camp.] At first some of us thought it was Hardraada himself. He was big
enough. All of seven feet in his boots and helmet . . . His coat was plate-
mail, and the plates shone in the sunlight . . . Behind him, fastened round
the neck by the claws and hung as a cloak, he wore the pelt of a great
black bear. His shield was big, bossed with copper and silver.

In his right hand he had a huge battle-axe. Its curved blade, shiny
steel, heavy, wedge-like, but honed to a razor-edge, was an arc at least
two feet long . . . In short he was a true Berserker – a title given to the
bodyguards of Scandinavian kings, but only when they have earned it by
deeds of reckless courage accompanied by true war-fury.

The bridge did not allow more than three ordinary mortals to come at
him at once. The first three he quickly despatched; one indeed had his
head almost severed so the blood briefly fountained a foot or more above
his dangling cranium before his legs folded beneath him. The second had
his head stove in from the top, for all he was wearing an iron helmet;
and the third landed in the river to drift into a bed of reeds where he bled
to death from a wound which, in spite of his coat of mail, left exposed
the white foam of his lungs and the shards that had been his ribs.

[One of Harold’s men drifts down the river on a raft and spears the
giant warrior from between the planks of the bridge.] The man was not
yet dead, indeed died slowly over ten minutes or so, during which he
remained held upright by the spear as we all rushed past him . . . He
remained, impaled there, a dreadful figure, right through the rest of that
day and into the next when the crows and kites came down and worked
their way into the places our weapons could not reach.

The Last English King, Julian Rathbone, 1997.
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◆ Was William’s army better equipped?
Use this worksheet to help you with the Activity on page 13.

worksheet 5

Weapon Anglo-Saxon Norman

Helmet

Chain-link armour

Spear

Shield

Bow and arrow

Battle-axe

Sword

Horses
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◆ Hastings: How they got there and how they lined up
Use this worksheet to help you to work through pages 14–17.

worksheet 6

FRANCE

York Stamford Bridge
Fulford

Stamford

London

Dover

HastingsPevensey

St-Valéry

Dives

William's route

Harold's route

0 100 km

N



worksheet 6 (continued)
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Supporting troops

Harold

English

Normans

Housecarls Best men

Archers Archers

Infantry

Bretons
William
Normans

Cavalry

Other
French

Infantry

Cavalry

1 The early Norman attack

2 The turning point

Anglo-Saxons

Anglo-Saxons

Bretons Normans Other
French

3 The end of the Anglo-Saxons

Anglo-SaxonsKey Normans



The Norman Conquest Teachers’ Resource Book © John Murray32

◆ Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?
Use this worksheet to help you with the Activity on page 18.

1 Rate the five factors.

worksheet 7

2 Use your rating as you read the conclusion below, which the authors
of this book have written.

a) Underline in blue all the statements that you agree with.
b) Underline in red all the statements that you think are untrue or unfair.

William won because he was the better leader. He got the Church to

support him, so that people felt God was on their side. He organised the

Norman invasion force very quickly and successfully. Harold was not

such a good leader. He was too impulsive and rushed into things. He

shouldn’t have rushed down to fight William in 1066, but waited for

William to hit problems. William’s army was also better equipped, with

cavalry horses and more archers. This gave him victory without having

to resort to difficult tactics like pretending to retreat and then

turning around.

c) This conclusion is far too definite as it stands. Where are 
‘probably’, ‘perhaps’ and ‘possibly’? Add one or more of these 
words to improve this conclusion.

Factor Not true True but Important Vital
unimportant but not vital

1 William was
a better leader

2 Harold was
a bad leader

3 Harold lost
because he
rushed into
battle

4 William was
better
equipped

5 William
outwitted
Harold on the
battlefield
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◆ Who should be king after Edward?
Nowadays we have clear rules about who takes the throne when the king, or queen, dies. But
things were not so clearly laid out in 1066. There were various possibilities.

worksheet 8

A C T I V I T Y
Edward died on 5 January 1066. If you were an Anglo-Saxon landowner,
who would you want to become king next:

◆ Edgar the Atheling
◆ William, Duke of Normandy
◆ Harald Hardraada
◆ Harold Godwinson, Earl of Wessex?

Explain your choice, and why you rejected the other three.

1 My father was Aethelred, King of England, but
my mother was a Norman princess called Emma. I
spent many years in Normandy, from the age of 13

up to my late thirties. I would have liked to become a
monk, but it was not to be. I can still live like a monk,

though, and I go to confession every week. This is
why they have nicknamed me ‘the Confessor’.

3 At first I thought Edward
the Atheling (‘prince’), son of

my half-brother, was the
obvious choice. He lived in

Hungary and I asked him to
come home, but he died in
1057, leaving a boy, Edgar,

born in 1051. I know Edgar has
royal blood, but he is young

and has no followers or lands
in England.

4 Sometimes I think I would
like to see William, Duke of

Normandy, take over England.
He is, after all, a distant

relation. I like the Normans.
They are strong, organised and

take religion very seriously.

5 I hear that one of
those brutal Vikings,

Harald Hardraada, has his
eyes on England. God help

England if he should be king
after me!

6 In the circumstances,
Harold would probably

make the best king. He is
strong and popular. He has
been loyal to me for several
years now and helps me to

rule. I still hate those
Godwins, though.

Edward, King of England 1042–1066,
known as ‘Edward the Confessor’,
as shown in the Bayeux Tapestry.

2 When I became king,
the most powerful family in
England were the Godwins,
Earls of Wessex. I’m fairly
certain they murdered my
brother and they made me

marry Harold’s sister
Edith. If we had had a son
he would have become king
after me and the Godwin
brothers would be even

more powerful as uncles to
the king. But I have taken

my little revenge on them. I
made sure Edith and I had
no children. I can see that

creates a big problem, but I
won’t be around to pick up

the pieces.
However, I do have some

thoughts about who should
succeed me.
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◆ Who was telling the truth? The Normans’ story
Use this worksheet to help you to work through pages 20–21.

A C T I V I T Y
1 What is the attitude of William of Poitiers, the writer of this piece,

towards Duke William?
2 Which adjectives and adverbs does William of Poitiers use which

give him away? Underline them, using one colour for adjectives and
another for adverbs.

3 What would happen if you changed these words? For example,
change the underlined words to make it seem as if he disliked
William.

William . . . took Harold with proper honour to Rouen. There

William sumptuously refreshed Harold with splendid hospitality

after all the hardships of his journey. For the duke rejoiced to

have so illustrious a guest in a man who had been sent him by

the nearest and dearest of his friends. One, moreover, who was

in England second only to the King, and who might prove a

faithful helper between him and the English. . . . And as is

testified by the most truthful and most honourable men who

were there present, he took an oath of his own free will in the

following terms:

Firstly, that he would be the representative of Duke William

at the court of his lord, King Edward, as long as the King lived.

Secondly, that he would employ all his influence and wealth

to ensure that after the death of King Edward the kingdom of

England should be confirmed in the possession of the Duke.

William of Poitiers

worksheet 9
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◆ Writing carefully
Use this worksheet to help you with the star questions on page 25.

A C T I V I T Y
1 What sources does Professor Douglas say he has used

(Source A)?
2 Is he wise to rely on these three sources?

What advice would you give the Professor?
3 Use a red pen to underline the words he uses which give

away his opinion of William in Source B.
4 Use a blue pen to underline the words he uses which

give away his opinion of Harold’s action in Source C.

5 Can you rewrite Source C either in a way which shows that you
approve of what Harold did or in a way which reveals no opinion
at all?

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

worksheet 10

It is impossible not to admire the high
competence of William’s policy in
1063–1064 . . . or the manner in which it
was steadfastly directed towards the
eventual fulfilment of his English
purpose.

Following the three earliest accounts*
of these events which have survived, it
may, however, seem reasonable to
suggest that Harold had been
commanded [by Edward] to proceed to
Normandy . . . to confirm . . . the grant
of the succession to the English throne
which had . . . been made by the king to
the duke.

On the morrow of the Confessor’s
death – on the very day of the funeral –
Harold . . . had himself crowned as
king. . . . The indecent haste of these
proceedings indicates that Harold’s
seizure of the throne was premeditated
and that he feared opposition.

A 

B                                                                                                C

(*The Bayeux Tapestry and the accounts by William of
Poitiers and William of Jumièges)
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◆ Will you rebel against the Normans?
Use this worksheet to help you with question 1 of the Activity on page 31
and with Activity B on page 41.

WORKSHEET 12

Reasons to rebel against the Normans Reasons to live in peace with the Normans
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◆ Will you rebel against the Normans?
Use these sorting cards to help you with question 1 of the Activity on
page 31 and with Activity B on page 41.

WORKSHEET 12 (continued)

1 The Normans built castles to protect their
soldiers and to control and frighten the English.

2 Many houses in towns were destroyed so the
Normans could build their castles.

3 Norman soldiers were well armed. Their war-
horses gave them a big advantage over English
foot soldiers.

4 The Norman army defeated all the rebellions by
the English.

5 The English never all rebelled together. If they
had, they might have been successful.

6 The Normans punished English rebels very
harshly. They destroyed many villages in the
Harrying of the North.

7 The Normans were well organised. They
collected information about every village in the
Domesday Survey.

08 The Normans did not change people’s daily
lives – their houses, food or clothing.

09 The Normans’ new forest laws stopped people
from hunting for food in the King’s forests.

10 There were severe punishments for hunting in
the royal forests or attacking Norman soldiers.

11 Some merchants said that it was safer to travel
round the country when William was king.

12 William rebuilt many cathedrals. He was a very
religious man but the new, huge cathedrals also
showed the English that William was in charge.

13 The English could not understand what their
new King and his lords were saying. This must
have frightened many people.

14 Every year people had to work hard in the fields
to make sure that they had enough food to eat.
A bad harvest could lead to people starving.



WORKSHEET 13
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◆ The Domesday Survey
Use this worksheet to help you with questions 3 and 4 of the Activity
on page 37.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

1 Who owns this village?

4 How many cows, sheep and pigs are there?

5 How much land is there?

6 How many people have telephones?

7 How many children go to school?

8 Is there a mill in the village?

2 How many people in the village have a radio?

3 How much is the land worth now and how much
was it worth in King Edward’s time?

Can you work out from the sources whether there
were any other questions we asked?

Which of these questions did we ask when we
visited a village?

Put a tick by each question we asked.
Use Source 6 on page 36 and Source 8 page 37 to

help you.
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◆ Will the English rebel again?
Use this worksheet to help you with question 1a of the Activity on page 39.
Can you match the topics (1–9) to the right comments of the villagers (A–I)?

worksheet 14

1 Religion

2 Daily life

3 Security

4 Forest laws

5 Punishments for crimes

6 Domesday Survey

7 Castles

8 Poor harvests

9 Cruelty
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worksheet 14 (continued)

A Why should I rebel? Most things in the village
have not changed at all. We still farm in the
same way, live in the same houses and wear the
same clothes. The Normans haven’t changed
what I eat or drink.

B You’re wrong. They have changed what we can
eat. We need to hunt for food but these new
Norman forest laws say only the King and his
lords are allowed to hunt deer and other animals.
We are not even allowed to collect wood for our
fires.

C And if you are caught with a weapon in the
forest then they cut off two of your fingers to
make sure you can never draw a bow again. The
second time they put your eyes out. These
Normans think deer are more important than
English people but it’s different if it’s one of
them. If a Norman is found dead then everyone
in the area has to pay a large fine.

D There’s more important things than forest laws
or even Normans. What about the terrible
illnesses and great storms we’ve had this year? In
some places the harvest was so poor that people
starved to death. That’s much worse than a new
Norman lord.

E But these Normans can do anything they like.
Why are they asking all these questions about
our village? They are even counting every sheep
and pig. Are they going to collect even more
taxes or take our animals back to their farms in
Normandy?

F They are ruthless, all right. What about all the
places they have destroyed? They’ve forced
people to leave their homes so they can make
their new forests. They’ve burned villages all
across the North. Refugees have been begging
food from monks in the South.

G And they knocked down people’s homes to build
their castles. They just build them to intimidate
us. I hate castles and I hate watching Norman
soldiers ride past. They’re so arrogant. They look
at you and talk and you don’t know what they’re
saying.

H But they are rebuilding cathedrals too, making
them larger. King William was very religious and
gave a lot of money to churches. Rebuilding
cathedrals is a good way to worship God.

I And it feels safer to travel to fairs and markets.
These Norman soldiers keep us merchants safe
from thieves, at least down here in the South.
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◆ Will you rebel or live in peace? (1)
Use this worksheet to help you with question 2 of Activity B on page 41.

1 Tick the step on the Rebellion Staircase that you have reached.

2 Explain why you are on that step and not on the others.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

WORKSHEET 15
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◆ Will you rebel or live in peace? (2)
Use this worksheet to help you with question 3 of Activity B on page 41.

1 Who are you? Circle your choice.

An English lord                                                 

3 Explain why you are on that step and not on the others.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

WORKSHEET 16

A villager from
the North of

England

A merchant

2 Tick the step on the Rebellion Staircase that you have reached.
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◆ The Norman conquest – continuity or change?
Use this worksheet to help you with the Activity on page 43.

1 Fill in this table with evidence that supports these historians. Use the
work that you have already done and their words on page 43.

WORKSHEET 17

2 Which historian do you agree with, at this stage of your
investigation, and why?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

The Norman Conquest
was NOT very important.

The Norman
Conquest WAS very

important.

Dr Continuity Professor Change
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◆ Was the Norman Conquest really so important? (1)
Use this worksheet to help you with question 2 of Activity B on
page 45.

worksheet 18

This is where you put any evidence you are not sure
about or that could support both opinions.



The Norman Conquest Teachers’ Resource Book © John Murray46

◆ Was the Norman Conquest really so important? (2)
Use these cards to help you with question 2 of Activity B on page 45.
These are the topics covered on pages 46–49.

worksheet 19

Housing

Language

Cathedrals

Lords

Castles

Dress

Transport

Farming

Deaths in battle/rebellions

Medicine

Forest laws

Ireland

Scotland

Wales

Northern England

The Midlands

South-west England

Landowners

Ordinary people

The weather and harvests
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◆ Was the Norman Conquest really so important? (3)
Use this worksheet to help you with question 3 of Activity B on page 45.

worksheet 20

Opening statement
I agree with Dr Continuity/Professor Change that the Norman Conquest was not/was a very important event.

Evidence that supports Dr Continuity
The Normans did not change every part of people’s lives. For example, _________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

They also did not affect people _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Evidence that supports Professor Change 
The Normans did change important parts of life in Britain. For example, _______________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

They also changed the lives of people in ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Concluding statement
Overall the Norman Conquest was/was not important. The most important reason/s for deciding this is/are

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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◆ Your Norman story

worksheet 21

2

1
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worksheet 21 (continued)

3

5

4

6
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worksheet 21 (continued)

7

8
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worksheet 21 (continued)

9

10
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worksheet 21 (continued)

11

12 13
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worksheet 21 (continued)

14

15
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worksheet 21 (continued)

16 17

18

19
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worksheet 22

◆ Would you like to live in Norman England? (1)
Use this worksheet to help you with the Activity on page 54.

1 Jot down notes under each heading of the sorting grid to help you to
decide whether you want to live in the past.

Criterion 1 How comfortable will I be?

Criterion 3 What can I do for enjoyment? Criterion 4 What dangers and suffering will
there be?

Criterion 5 How free and equal will I be?

Criterion 2 How much work will I have 
to do?
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◆ Would you like to live in Norman England? (2)
Use this worksheet to help you with the Activity on page 54.

1 Fill in the columns of the table with reasons supporting each
statement. Include things you would miss about today as well as
things, good or bad, about Norman England.

worksheet 23

I would prefer to live in I do not want to live in I would hate to live in
Norman England rather than Norman England but I could Norman England
today put up with it

I do not really want to live in Norman
England but I could put up with

it if I had to.

I would prefer to live in Norman England

rather than in the 21st century.
I would hate to live in Norman England.

10

9
8

7
6 5 4 3

2
1

0

2 Put a star against the three reasons that are most
important in helping you decide whether you want
to live in Norman England. They can all be in one
column or from different columns.

3 Draw an arrow on the pendulum to show your
decision about whether or not you would like
to live in Norman England.


